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Report of the Standing Committee, to the President and mem- 
bers of the New Jersey Medical Society. 


Gentlemen—By reference to the proceedings of the last Annual 
Metting of the Society, we find the question of deciding upon the 
propriety of professional intercourse with empirics and other ille- 
gal practitioners, was referred to the Standing Committee, for 
their examination and opinion. 

In accordance with the above reference, we would respectfully 

“ state, that we consider the subject one of grave import, one de- 
manding consideration and reflection. If under the term empi- 
rics, we class every practitioner that has not complied with the 
strict letter of our law, the decision would be easy; but unfortu- 
nately, throughout the length and breadth of the state there are 
many medical men who in by-gone years passed through the re- 
gular periods of study, submitted to an examination from legal 
Censors of New Jersey; and who, for longer or shorter periods 
were orthodox practitioners, but from insufficient success, or a 
desire for novelty, abandoned their first love, and became Homceo- 
pathists. These individuals still shelter themselves from prose- 
cution and fine under their licenses, and by virtue thereof collect 
their dues and demands. They are (generally speaking) classi- 
cal men, moral, virtuous citizens, and with the exception of having 
adopted a most absurd theory and mode of treating disease, still 
deserving the right hand of fellowship. How far we are justified 
in making them an exception to nostrum manufacturers and ven- 
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ders, Thomsonians, Hydropathists, &c., &c., is, as above men- 
tioned, a question of grave import. If, in these cases, aberration 
from orthodoxy is the effect of a morbid desire of change or novel- 
ty, we may hope, their judgments (after the pleasure imbibed from 
the transition) shall (like every thing else under the sun) wax old, 
be renovated, the scales fall from their eyes, and reason and com- 
mon sense once more sway them. Under such anticipations we 
think guarded medical intercourse will be advisable, and may in- 
fluence their restoration to the pale of the orthodox church. 

Your committee would therefore recommend a line of distinc- 
tion to be drawn in our intercourse with them, Homceopathists and 
other empirics who have never subscribed to our laws. In all 
other cases of illegal practitioners, your committee cannot too 
strongly inculcate perfect non-intercourse—their name is legion, 
and like the scrofulus tubercles of the lungs, corrode and de- 
stroy the vitality of the whole system. 

So long as a law regulating the practice of medicine adorns our 
statute books, so long it is our duty to obey its enactments. If 
we evade it in one instance, we may with equal propriety, in 
all; and thus destroy its utility in toto. If the law is erroneous 
and burthensome, let it be repealed. If the people are injured in 
their health and property by its observance, they have the power, 
and can annihilate it. 

In tolerating Homcopathists to the extent suggested, there is no 
law violated, no enactment vitiated. Our observations are intend- 
ed to bear upon New Jersey Homeceopathists, who have anteri- 
orly been Alleopathists, and in becoming so have fulfilled all our 
regulations. 

Homeeopathists, beyond the pale of our church, are to all intents 
and purposes illegal practitioners; and therefore amenable to the 
same kind of non-intercourse as Thomsonians, or nostrum vend- 
ers, deserving and demanding from us similar exclusion. These 
are our views, and as such we respectfully submit them. 

We cheerfully coincide with the view taken by the Reporter of 
the middle district, in suggesting the appointment of Reporters 
for every county, and your committee think such by-laws should 
be enacted as to cause each of these Reporters to transmit their 
reports to the chairman of the Standing Committee, on or before 
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the first of April in each and every year: this regulation will ena- 
ble the general Reporter, i. e. the Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee te prepare his document, call a meeting of his associates, 
and submit it to them for examination and modification. 

Your committee are of opinion that some more effective plan 
should be formed for the examination of students. As the Cen- 
sors are now appointed, their intimate connection with their re- 
spective district societies and participation in the business of the 
meetings, so occupies their time, as to render the organization of 
their board impracticable before afternoon; leaving the interven- 
ing time between that and night entirely too short, (more espe- 
cially if several candidates offer) to examine them in each of the 
branches of our profession designated by the law. 

Your committee would suggest an alteration in the day speci- 
fied for the meeting of the Censors, or the appointment of Censors 
unconnected officially with the district societies. The day se- 
lected for the meeting of the Censors might be the same all over 
‘the state, and by fixing it on a day different from that on which 
the district societies‘held their annual meetings, the one difficulty 
would be obviated. 

Again, your committee would likewise recommend a suitable 
provision or remuneration to be made to each Censor for his ser- 
vices, and that he be requested to devote more time in examining 
the respective candidates in all the designated branches of the 
science. 

Your committee would likewise recommend the society to take 
under its especial care and attention, some respectable Medical 
Journal, or purchase the New Jersey Medical Reporter, now pub- 
lished at Burlington: and if that cannot be effected, to ascertain 
by a committee (to report at the next annual meeting,) the expe- 
diency of commencing a second medical work. The committee 
had not the slightest intention of retarding the circulation or in- 
juring in any mode the one now extant; on the contrary, it was 
with the most delighted feeling they saw its primary annunciation, 
anticipating the hour (long since passed) that we too, “ Jersey 
Blues,” might boast of having written a book: and may we be 
permitted, Mr. President and fellow members, to congratulate 
the whole profession, as well as our association, on having secured 
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a denizen in our midst, and a medical brother who has executed 
the task with gratification to us and honor to himself, and we 
would respectfully call the attention of our medical brethren 
through the length and breadth of the state, thereto. 

Your committee believes the day has arrived that will (with the 
society’s aid) justify the publication of one large Quarterly Medi- 
cal Review, as large as “ Hay’s Journal of the Medical Sciences,” 
or two of smaller calibre, similar to that now so @reeably and 
satisfactorily emanating from Burlington. Whichever of the 
plans deliberate judgment may select, we think an alliance with 
our medical pioneer, would not only strengthen his press and cer- 
tainly detract nothing from ours—on the other hand, enhance its 
usefulness and benefit. 

Your committee most sincerely congratulate, not only the soci- 
ety, but the community at large, on the prospect presented in all 
sections of the state, for the improvement and advancement of 
medical science; it speaks language that must gladden the heart 
of every phifanthropist. 

The brilliant galaxy of legitimate science is rapidly dispersing 
the fogs and mists of ignorance and credulity; and the idea once 
very generally cherished, that our State society was a Hydra, 
branching through every section of the state, for the sole purpose 
of enriching ourselves at the expense of the people, is rapidly be- 
coming obsolete. 

The medical horizon is, we flatter ourselves, comparatively 
calm and serene; the whole circle of the heavens but partially ob- 
scured, it is true ‘the reckless boldness of the empirics, their in- 
defatigable efforts to nullify all philanthropic exertions, vilify and 
blacken every legitimate discovery, gives a dark, gloomy and 
portentous aspect to the future: but experience has taught us 
however dark may be their aspect, they are “‘vox et preterea 
nihil’”—sound; false assertion, and impious declamation only— 
they may whistle for a while, but are rapidly passing away. 

However cheering the prospect before us, we must be on the 
watch for tempests and convulsions—politicians tell us that eter- 
‘nal vigilance is the only safeguard of liberty; and experience pro- 
claims for the prevention of empiricism, the preservation of health 
and strength, sound medical skill and science is needed, which 























REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE. 253 


can only flow from pure, upright and intelligent physicians; the 
moment the medical man’s time and attention is solely directed 
to individual aggrandizement, his usefulness is diminished, and 
he will sooner or later fall a victim to his selfish purposes. 

The sentiment once cherished, of our society being organized 
to enrich its members, by united pressure on the people, was the 
most unfortunate and inhuman man could invent. 


“A little learning is a dangerous thing, 
“Drink deep or touch not the pierian spring.” 


The knowledge of our society being incorporated without in- 
vestigation of the motives of that incorporation, verified the lan- 
guage of the puet—had the inquiry been pursued its just length, 
the real motive, the philanthropy that formed its basis would have 
been displayed and a different, far different result would have 
been seen. 

Whilst we are (as in duty bound) endeavouring to enhance the 
respectability and usefulness of our profession, by inducing ille- 
gal members to become legal brethren, we cannot too strenuously 
inculcate (amongst ourselves) that strict attention to our varied 
duties, its eminent professors have urged; to be ever ready to 
strangle in the germ, the fungous developments calculated to 
eradicate our noble science, is primary duty. At the same time 
we trust a rivalry will be displayed to prove that (now as hereto- 
fore) the most vivid pleasure of the physician and philanthropist 
will be to ameliorate and diminish the diseases and calamities of 
the human family, whenever and wherever found- 

With such views and sentiments, our forefathers attempted 
and obtained a charter for this society: for very many years has it 
passed on its course rejoicing, and the result of its organization 
has been not only an essential advantage and improvement of 
medical science, but a blessing to the citizens of this state and 
the surrounding sections of the union. 

To recapitulate and particularize the Howards that have ema- 
nated from its sanatory portals, would perhaps be invidious and 
misplaced. Our immediate object is of a different cast, and to 
that we advance. Before proceeding to remark the state and 
condition of disease manifested the past year, we would call the 
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attention of the society to the adoption of some plan more efficient 
than the one now in operation, to enlarge the sphere of our pro- 
fessional knowledge and skill. Might not the respective district 
societies be urged, to forward to us after each meeting a copy 
of the address or addresses at such periods usually delivered, to- 
gether with every communication calculated to advance that ob- 
ject? These might be placed under the revision of a designated 
committee, to select therefrom and prepare for publication. This, 
or some similar scheme might (as your committee believe) be 
formed from year to year; and prove a useful auxiliary, to enhance 
not only scientific acquirements, but induce the public to pay 
more attention to our proceedings, and thereby acquire a more 
accurate estimate of our worth and philanthropy. 

From examination of the respective medical reports hereunto 
annexed, your committee have the gratification of proclaiming te 
their medical brethren and the citizens of the state generally, 
that the past year bas been one of exemption from wide spreading 
or devastating epidemics. Endemics however, such as typhus 
or ship fever, erysipelas, roseola, pertussis, and dysentery, have in 
distinct locations and different parts been manifested; the former 
imported (as generally believed) by shipboard from Europe, has 
raged most severely in our eastern counties and seaboard, as the 
erudite reporter from that district informs us; yielding however, 
in a majority of cases to cleanliness, free ventilation, and guod 
nourishing diet; this course with gentle aperients, diaphoretics, 
counter irritation, mild tonics, acidulants and chalybeates, has 
proved successful. 

In some pé@ttions of our state, erysipelas accompanied with 
typhus or nervous symptoms, has prevailed; this combination in 
our hemisphere (except in crowded cities) is unusual. 

In by-gone days erysipelas was almost universally accompani- 
ed with synochal symptoms, demanding the most active depletory 
and refrigerant remedies; and so uncommon is the association 
above named in our rural locations, as to cause very many that 
have been interrogated on the point, to state their ignorance of its 
nature or character, except the information deduced from authors 
who have been recently introduced to the unpleasant stranger, 
and in consideration of these facts, your Chairman will observe 
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that in near half a century’s extensive country practice he can- 
not call to mind a solitary case decidedly typhoid, demanding 
corroberants tonics and antiseptics. 

The report from the Western district, marked No. 1., as first 
received, and hereunto annexed, contains a graphic and lucid de- 
tail of the various diseases prevailing in that section of the state, 
and their treatment interesting and instructive; and your com- 
mittee believe they would be doing justice neither to him, them- 
selves, or you, in abridging or curtailing it. 

The direct professional connexion of the Chairman of the com- 
mittee with the reporter of the middle district, leaves him little 
to add to the report therefrom, next in order received and like- 
wise attached. We can with pleasure endorse the details there 
narrated, and in proof of the prevailing typhoid state of the loca- 
tion or its atmosphere, state, that very many years have elapsed 
since his lancet has been so seldom called in requisition as the 
present. The committee, as in the preceding case, believing 
abridgment unjust, present the whole. 

The report from the Eastern district they leave likewise for 
your examination, believing it will not disgrace its associates, 
they tender no further observation on the trio than their delibe- 
rate opinion that each and every of them are sterling proofs of 
intellectual research and acumen, alike honorable to them as au- 
thors, as to the society of which they are members. 

The committee feel anxious for the day to arrive that will place 
these and similar medical reports, documents, addresses and 
communications before the public, and fervently hope immediate 
steps will be taken to effect it. 

In closing their report, your committee feel themselves impelled 
by both inclination and duty, to notice the serious misfortune not 
only the profession, but a large portion of the citizens of the state 
have sustained in the demise of their professional brethren and 
intimate friends, William Forman and John S. Condit, M. D’s. 

At the last annual meeting of this society, the assemblage was 
benefitted and enlightened by the presence and co-operation of 
the former; one of its most respectable fellows. 

To those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance, it is unne- 
cessary to say, that his presence alone added utility, strength and 
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power to the congregated body. With a mind of transcendent 
calibre, a memory of extraordinary retentiveness, and a judgment 
(to say the least of it) very far above mediocrity: he displayed 
one of those superior organizations we do not every day enjoy the 
opportunity of associating with, and gaining laurels from the in- 
terview. In whatever position chance or design placed him, he 
was at home, whether examining the student or candidate for- 
medical honor on the intricate structure of the animated machine, 
eliciting an explanation of its complicated functions, investigating 
the extent of his examinant’s knowledge of the resources and bene- 
fits deducible from surgical science; diving into the modus ope- 
randi of re-productive nature—drawing out the nature, kind and 
virtues of vegetables, or the destructive character of mineral re- 
medial agents, the same capability was manifested. And when 
drawn into the extensive field of classic and literary lore, the 
same superiority was evidenced. The club of Hercules seemed 
his by natural right of possession—no faltering, no hesitation 
marked his path. It has been the good fortune of the committee 
collectively, and individually, to enjoy repeated opportunities of 
testing his exalted merit, and with perfect unanimity do they de- 
clare, that on every important subject they have satisfactorily pro- 
ved the truth of the above picture: yet with all these brilliant ac- 
quirements, with a character in every relation of life ** sans peur et 
sans rsproché” with-the duties of child, husband, parent, rela- 
tive, and friend, faithfully discharged, truth and candor compels 
us to state he was of the class of unfortunates, who, with acquire- 
ments that most of us might envy, he passed through life without 
securing that independence his talents and qualifications demand- 
ed, and added to the truth of that melancholy aphorism that suc- 
cess and merit are too often antagonists. Peace to his remains : he 
was a shining light of New Jersey; a son whose memory should 
be cherished and revered, and in due consideration of his nume- 
rous virtues and transcendent abilities, it is suggested that the 
President of this society, in the name and by authority of the in- 
stitution, address a letter of sympathy and condolence to the be- 
reaved widow and orphans, and proffer such aid as may be deem- 
ed advisable, and that the members wear the usual badge of 
mourning, crape on the left arm for thirty days, as the best evi- 
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dence they can display of their affection and reverence to his 
memory. 

Of John S. Condit, M. D., another of those worthy and impor- 
tant members of society, whose decease is not only a private, but 
public loss, creating a void in the community, not easily supplied, 
we cannot speak so satisfactorily as we could wish; but as a Con- 
dit. a name that has exalted the medical reputation of our state, 
we view him as a legitimate scion, and consequently possessing 
medical skill and medical acquirements of a superior grade; thus 
convinced, without the minute information of his practieal pre- 
eminence we possessed in the former case, we pass’ over succinct 
detail of his career as a physician, and proceed to another and 
different theme. As a legislator and statesman, something more 
may with truth and candor be said. For two consecutive elective 
periods, your Chairman was one of his associates in the Council 
chamber of our state, during that period he had abundant oppor- 
tunity to test him, and although politically opposed to each other, 
your Chairman has the gratification of being able to state, that in 
all their intercourse, the utmost urbanity and harmony subsisted 
between them. At various times his ability and talent shone re- 
splendent. Justice and candor compel me to say that I considered 
him a man of decided superior casts the patience, shrewdness and 
tact displayed in managing his political operations, was proof 
positive of his undoubted pre-eminence. 

In all the domestic relations he shone conspicuous. Although 
associated at a moment of high political excitement, no unplea- 
sant word, no harsh epithet, ever disturbed our sociability—stran- 
gers we met, friends, sincere friends, I have reason to know we 
parted. 

Satisfied of his superior virtues as a citizen, and having full 
confidence in his professional standing and reputation, your com- 
mittee believe they would be recreant to both feeling and duty, 
did they pass over in silence the departure of so worthy a friend 
and brother as the deceased—and they would recommend to the 
society the adoption of such marks of respect to his memory, as 
they in their judgment should deem just and proper. 

That the cheering prospect so agreeably manifested the past 
year may rapidly increase, is our most fervent desire, and that 
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the horizon now commencing illumination, may increase and in- 
crease until it reach meridian splendor, is the fervent wish of 
your committee, and they trust it is needless for them to add their 
readiness and determination to carry out the behests of the socie- 
ty to the utmost extent of their power and ability. 

Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN sutra. Standing 


L. A. SMITH, & Committee. 


E- J. MARSH, 


Since the meeting of this society the Standing Committee have 
heard of the death of Dr. Charles Smith, of New Brunswick, a 
fellow of this society and a veteran in the profession. He with- 
drew a few years ago from active professional life, with a compe- 
tence acquired by years of patient industry, successful enter- 
prise, and skillful application of professional knowledge; he was 
known to many of the elder members of the society as being one 
of the most learned and skilful members of the profession in the 
state. In his days of health and strength he was a constant at- 
tendant at our meetings, and took a warm interest in every thing 
that concerned the honor and interest of his professional brother- 
hood. 





REPORT FROM THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 
By Ricuarp M. Cooper, M. D. 


Tne Reporter for the Western District for the present year, in 
accordance with the by-laws of the State Medical Society, pre- 
sents to the Standing Committee the following report for their in- 
formation in regard to this district. The health of the inhabitants 
as far as has been in his power to ascertain by inquiry of the prac- 
titioners residing therein, as well as by personal observation, has 
been generally good, especially during the summer. In the 
autumn fever prevailed to a considerable extent, especially along 
the shores of the Delaware and its tributary streams, wherever 
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much meadow or marshy district was found, making its appear- 
ance in the latter part of August—it was almost always of an in- 
termittent character; as the season advanced changing to the or- 
dinary remittent and bilious fever. In most cases if it was treat- 
ed early, the disease was of easy management; but if left to itself 
the intermittent form gradually ran into the remittent, and it again 
often becoming what is now called typhoid or nervous; but in no 
cases that we are aware of becoming genuine typhus, which has 
prevailed to a great extent in the narrow and ill-ventilated streets 
of some of the large cities. 

In this district the fevers were seldom fatal, and then only from 
local inflammation occurring. As far as my observations go, the 
fever was best treated by the various preparations of quinine in 
the early stages; not waiting as was formerly recommended, for a 
perfect intermission, but only for a remission, provided the skin 
was not too dry and the tongue soft and moist; in this state of the 
system, quinine in moderate doses repeated at short intervals, 
was almost always certain to interrupt the paroxysm and con- 
vert it into a simple intermittent. 

As the weather became cooler the fever almost entirely disap- 
peared, very few new cases occurring, this in some measure indu- 
cing the opinion that these fevers are of malarious origin, produ- 
ced in some way by the decomposition of vegetable matter, which 
require a degree of heat for their elaboration, higher than that of 
the latter autumnal months. 

In the early part of the Winter, measles prevailed in sporadic 
cases at first, but gradually increasing until in the immediate 
neighborhood of your Reporter it assumed the character of a wide 
spread epidemic of unusual severity, much more so than has been 
known here for a number of years. 

In most cases the principal force of the disease fell upon the 
respiratory organs, sometimes with the first symptoms, and in 
others not until the subsidence of the erruption and the patient 
seemed fairly conyalescent, and had ceased to require the ser- 
vices of his medical attendant; in these cases typhoid pneumonia 
supervened of a severe and obstinate character, and in several 
cases proved fatal in young children. 

With the approach of the mild weather of Spring, a marked 
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change in the severity of the epidemic was observed, which be- 
came much milder and in most cases requiring a mild treatment 
and confinement to a mild temperature in a warm room, thus dif- 
fering very materially from the cases occurring in the Winter, 
which always required a prompt and active treatment. 

Scarlatina, that fearful and justly dreaded infantile disease, has 
prevailed in some of the towns and villages of the district, but has 
not spread over such an extended surface as it has in former 
years. 

In regard to the new discoveries and remedies in medicine, 
which according to the by-laws the Standing Committee is to ob- 
tain information, your Reporter has only to say, that the new re- 
medies, ether and chloroform, about which we see so much in the 
medical and secular periodicals, in this district so far as has been 
ascertained, but few trials have been made. 

Your Reporter is happy to inform the Standing Committee that 
in the immediate district which is under his notice, there is an in- 
creasing interest felt in the prosperity and success of the State 
and District Medical Societies; most of the younger members of 
the profession complying with the law of the state in obtaining 
licenses from the State Medical Society on commencing practice, 
and joining the Medical Societies in their respective counties, so 
that in a short time we have the prospect of seeing all the mem- 
bers of the profession. regularly licensed and legal practijioners 
and members of their respective district societies. 

Camben, April, 1848. 





REPORT FROM THE MIDDLE DISTRICT. 
By Samvet Laity, M. D. 


Your Reporter for the Middle District, in accordance with the 
by-laws of the Society, respectfully reports, that his means of as- 
certaining the state of health throughout the whole district, which 
is as you are aware, a very large one in geographical extent, have 
been limited, and therefore the report wtll embrace such facts 
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only, as have come under the immediate notice of the reporter 
and the physicians by whom he is surrounded. 

In the spring of 1847, pertussis prevailed to a considerable ex- 
tent. The visitation was not an extraordinarily severe one, and 
the cases yielded to the treatment usually resorted to in the dis- 
ease, viz: anti-phlogistics, expectorants, anti-spasmodics, &c. 
This was especially true as regards the white population. In the 
colored population however, its mortality was great, hardly one of 
the graver cases yielded to the remedies used. I may say that 
three fourths of the colored children who were attacked with the 
disease died. Your reporter is unable to account for this fact 
except from the general poverty of that kind of population, want 
of proper care, cleanliness, &c., and also the greater susceptibili- 
ty to severe congestion of the pulmonary organs usually attribu- 
ted to blacks in this climate, by medical writers. Pertussis was 
succeeded by the usual diseases of early summer, viz: diarrhea, 
cholera infantum, &c., in which no marked peculiarity was ob- 
served; the usual remedies being successful in curing the dis- 
eases. 

The latter part of summer brought with it an epidemic dysente- 
ry,—a number of severe cases came under the notice of your re- 
porter. The peculiarities noticed were the typhoid character of 
the disease—tendency to sink in the earlier stages of the attack; 
bleeding being admissible in only one case which came under my 
notice. The remedies prescribed by practitioners and authors of 
standing, were used with various success, no one course appear- 
ing to possess a marked superiority. Calomel, Dover’s powders, 
and laxatives being used in the earlier, and astringents, camphor, 
blisters, &c., in the later stages of the disease. Almost all the 
fatal cases I met with could be attributed to the debilitating, 
drastic, and I may say lacerating effects of purges used by the pa- 
tients before applying for medical aid. I could trace with abso- 
lute certainty the fatal character of two or more cases to the use 
of Wright’s Indian Vegetable Pills, which are much in use as a 
purge, in this part of the country. Composed as they are, princi- 
pally of the harshest cape aloes, they acted as a direct poison on 
the tender and inflamed mucous coat of the large intestines, pro- 
ducing abrasion which was followed by copious hemorrhagic dis- 
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charges, thus sinking the patient down beyond the power of reme- 
dial influences, immediately. 

In early autumn, remittent and intermittent fevers of a typhoid 
bilious character prevailed. ‘These cases did not differ from the 
usual form of these diseases, except that tonics and stimulants 
were admissible in much earlier stages of the attacks, than com- 
monly prescribed. Ship fever, or contagious typhus fever, I have 
learned prevailed in some portions of the district, introduced by 
foreign emigrants, but your Reporter has had no means of learn- 
ing the peculiar nature of the disease, or the most successful 
means of combatting it 

During the winter which was a remarkably open one, Pneumo- 
nia, Bronchitis, &c., prevailed to about their usual extent, but 
presenting no peculiarities that your Reporter is aware of, they 
are passed over. 

In the early part of the present Spring a number of cases of 
rather singular character came under the notice of your Reporter 
and his neighboring physicians, which they were induced to be- 
lieve to be inflammation of the muscular coat of the lerge intes- 
tines, complicated with hepatic derangement. The attacks were 
attended with violent pain in the hypogastric and illiac regions of 
the abdomen, obstinate costiveness, furred tongue, and a mode- 
rate degree of fever. The evacuations from the bowels which 
could with the greatest difficulty be procured, were extremely 
dark and tenacious, presenting almost the appearance of tan. The 
pian which was of a spasmodic character, was relieved by free 
purging with mercurials, together with the preparations of opium 
and camphors this was followed by alterative doses of calomel, 
and where tenderness was detected, counter irritation by means 
of sinapisms, blisters, &c., was resorted to with beneficial effects. 
No case proved fatal, although many were very tedious in conva- 
lescing, and the patients much reduced by the disease. In no 
case which came under my notice was the use of the lancet ad- 
missible. The pulse being uniformly soft and perfectly compressi- 
ble, and the general strength of the system prostrated. 

Having thus in a very imperfect manner detailed the state of 
health of the distrist as far as I have been able to learn the same, 
it becomes my duty to speak of new remedies and discoveries in 
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medicine and its collateral sciences. The periodicals of the day, 
which are in the hands of the profession, must supply the place of 
an extended report from me. Ether and chloroform as ancesthe- 
tic agents, have filled the largest space in the public eye. The 
opinions of those who have used them differ so widely that I leave 
the committee to draw their own inferences. 

In connexion with this report I take pleasure in stating, that 
an increased interest has been awakened in the profession to main- 
tain its dignity and elevate the standard of medical acquirements 
and ethics, and to enforce the wholesome laws ot the State in re- 
lation thereto. District societies are springing up in almost every 
county destitute of them, and I trust a degree of esprit du corps 
evinced, which must lead to good results. Your Reporter would 
here take the liberty of suggesting to the Standing Committee and 
through them to the State society, the propriety of so altering the 
by-laws as to provide for the appointment of a Reporter for each 
county, ihstead of each district as heretofore. By this course 
your Reporter believes a more full, complete, and reliable report 
of the condition of the health of the state could be arrived at than 
the present. 

Lambertville, May 4, 1848. 





REPORT FROM THE EASTERN DISTRICT. 


By ALexanper Dovcnerty, M. D. 


Not having been favored with communications from my breth- 
ren in the district, I shail be obliged in this article to quote main- 
ly my own memoranda, hoping necessity may excuse its egotisti- 
cal aspect. 

During the year we have been mercifully spared the visitation 
of any wide-spread epidemic. The desolating cholera has not 
overshadowed us, nor even has influenza, its scarcely less formida- 
avant courier, crossed the Atlantic on tempest-wing, to strike 
down venerable age and lovely infancy in our midst. 

The winter and spring have been signalized in the vicinity of 
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Newark, by the considerable prevalence of typhus, small-pox, 
erysipelas, and roseola. The former disease was introduced by 
immigrants, who coming out from New York immediately on 
landing, soon after sickened of ship fever. It was often obverved 
to spread through whole families, furnishing indubitable evidence 
of communicability. The treatment in use, and generally suc- 
cessful, consisted in the customary alterative cathartics at first, 
succeeded by the effervescing draught, cold sponging, derivatives 
to the extremities, ice to the head, and opiates. The complica- 
tions which were chiefly of the head and chest, of course demand- 
ed leeches, blisters, and fomentations. Sordes, dry and black 
tongue, and debility, required the chlorate of potass, wine and 
beef-tea, which were administered with obvious benefit. 

The disease generally yielded in two or three weeks, though 
occasionally persisting six or eight. A roseolas eruption in the 
first week, accompanied nearly every case. 

Small pox has been mainly discrete or semi-confluent. In a 
family, several of whose members were attacked, I repeatedly, 
but vainly tried to vaccinate an infant, which afterwards exhibited 
only a few abortive pustules, showing peculiar inausceptibility to 
either disease. 

Erysipelas was sthenic, requiring depletion general or local. 
An alterative course of calomel, antimony, and ext: hyoscyamus, 
alternating with effercescing draughts was pursued; soon, howev- 
er changed for wine and quinine. The ‘local applicatious were 
such as suited the fancy of the patient, whether lead lotion, de- 
coction of poppy heads, or burnt flour. In a case where the cere- 
bral complication had been severe, convalescence was protracted 
by the formation of abscesses of the scalp and eyelids. 

The duration of the disease was from one to two weeks, the 
erythema travelling down the back and gradually fading away 
near the loins. 

In two cases of phelgmonous erysipelas of the arm, deep inci- 
sions and encircling the limb with a strip of blistering plaster 
seemed to arrest the spread of the inflamation. 

I have to report the occurrence in my practice, of one of those 
rare cases in which death results from vaccination. The virus 
was procured from a perfectly healthy child whose arm had been 
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no sorer than usual, and though it was applied to many others, 
unhappy consequences attended only this. The patient was an 
infant six months old, three weeks gone in whooping cough, which 
was very mild, and uncombined with fever. 

The sore looked well until the fourth day, when it took to weep- 
ing; erythema commenced and soon enveloped the body, destroy- 
ing life after a month of irritative fever, at length producing 
diphtheritic inflammation of the throat. 

On enquiry it was ascertained that the family of the father in 
all its branches was very subject to erysipelas, and the untoward 
occurrence was laid to the account of hereditary predisposition. 

-Roseola which I have mentioned in the list of prevalent dis- 
eases, was not unfrequently mistaken by the public for measles; 
from which however it varied in several important particulars, 
besides occurring in many who had passed through the latter com- 
plaint. 

There was little or no lachrymation and cough, the eruptive 
fever was slight, lasting only a day; the eruption consisting of 
small round distinct elevated rose-colored spots, sown pretty 
equally over a white ground, and not arranged in the crescentic 
form of measles. No treatment was necessary. 

Some months ago I extracted an incisor from the upper jaw of 
an infant of six weeks old. At birth the tooth was felt just be- 
neath the gum, and on coming through, interfered so much with 
nursing as to render its removal advisable. 

The following remarkable case of ectopia cordis will be of in- 
terest to the profession. 

Mrs. F. aged 22, asked advice relative to constant headache 
and palpitation. On examining the chest stethoscopically, what 
was my surprise fo meet with the heart beating on the right side, 
in the spot exactly corresponding to its normal place on the left. 
She stated that she never remembered a different condition—had 
never received any injury, nor been the subject of any inflamma- 
tion of the chest. Percussion gave a clear sound over the heart’s 
normal location; while by the dulness it clearly defined the organ 
in its new quarters. In view of the frequent concomitance of 
malposition of other viscera, I explored the hypochondria, and de- 
tected the liver in the left instead of the right. 

27 
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Breschet dissected four cases in the Foundling Hospital of Pa- 
ris, where the heart was situated at the right side, without any of 
the other viscera being transposed. Otto, Moellenbrock, Monren- 
heim, and Elvert, have likewise described this species of displace- 
ment. 

Dr. Bryan records a case of transposition of the heart and other 
viscera, the specimen of which is preserved in the superb museum 
of the Dublin College of Surgeons. Dr. Kennedy reports a simi- 
lar case. 

Moliere was not aware that Sojanarelle in the play “the doc- 
tor in spite of himself,” might perhaps have hit it when he allow- 
ed his patient such grotesque allocation of organs. 

The prevalence of quackery has always excited the rightful ire 
of the profession. Not simply because it diminishes proportion- 
ably the respectability and emolument of legitimate medicine, but 
unspeakably more because of its inherent wrong, and the evils 
which it entails on a credulous world. Interest and philanthro- 
py then imperatively call for efficient measures to curb and cur- 
tail, if we cannot choke it. 

The aid of law is not available, since it cannot be invoked with- 
out drawing on the head of the unlucky complainant a harrassing 
and injurious prosecution before the bar of public opinion. That 
*‘ hydra-headed monster” with the fallacy of reason to be expect- 
ed in an animal under the control of passion, denominates every 
act of the profession in self-defence, the offspring of envy, malice, 
jealousy, and protestations to the contrary are responded to with 
sneering unbelief. ‘Tis true, ’tis pity, pity ’tis, ’tis true;” and 
as we cannot alter the fact, we should content ourselves with 
measures which have their operation in our own body. 

If we are debarred from law, let-us at least be permitted by 
the public in its excess of courtesy, what it assumes itself, the pri- 
vilege of choosing our associates. Let us search out and inter- 
communicate, and through all channels send abroad every vile 
act, every contemptible subterfuge and lying pretension, every 
fatal folly and asinine error of which these vermin, crawling and 
fattening on the diseased body of society are guilty. Especially 
is it made the duty of the Reporters to observe these things, and 
hold them up to merited reprobation. 
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The most successful system of charlataning in our time, is Ho- 
moeopathy. Based on nothing, nay, built of nothing, this airy 
shrine has a host of worshippers, whose adjuration is “ the less 
credibility the more faith.” The idea of the infinitesimal is as 
hard to conceive of, as the idea of the infinite, and this may fur- 
nish the key to the popularity of homceopathy. 

The people professing fondness for life, great regard for skill, 
good sense and science, in those whom they entrust with their 
very breath, will nevertheless, employ men, who to leave the 
merits of their system out of question, are lamentably and glaring- 
ly deficient in the alphabet of our art—who know little of physi- 
ology, their best friend; little of anatomy, the first lesson in physi- 
cal humanity; nothing of chemistry, for they abhor compounds; 
nothing of pathology, or diagnosis, for they only deal with symp- 
toms, and nothing of surgery and obstetrics, because from long 
habit of doing nothing and leaving nature to do all, they dwindle 
(if they were ever any better) into feeble old women, they trem- 
ble at the approach of a crisis, and powerless, behold the wretched 
victim of their imbecility sweep by within grasp, toward the gulf 
of death. 

In Newark we have several homceopathic quacks, who like 
their brethren, not content with regulating their practice by Jahr’s 
Manual, that most ethereal of romances, implicitly limit their 
knowledge by it. Dr. N——, who we believe was till lately a 
dentist, and pushed out on the full tide of sugar practice after a 
year’s study—during the process of bandaging a lying-in patient, 
asked with a King George wonderment if the strize which marked 
the abdomen from a former pregnancy were caused by a blister! 
The same sapient intuitive confidently pronounced dislocation of 
the wrist what the Reporter on being summoned ascertained to be 
fracture of the radius, about an inch from its distal extremity. On 
the real nature of the accident being pointed out, he persisted 
that there had been dislocation, which was reduced by the neces- 
sary manipulations. 

Lately a gentleman of the Essex Society was called to a case 
of labor, which, on arriving he ascertained was and had been for 
two days in the hands of a pair of these. precious humbugs, Drs. 
A—— and L——. 
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The dystocia depended upon a simultaneous descent of the arm 
and head. The attendants stated that failing to return the arm, 
they had unsuccessfully attempted version. Our friend having 
easily accomplished the former manceuvre, rose to go, but Was re- 
tained by the urgent solicitations of the women, as well as the 
Doctors themselves. Accordingly he retired into an adjoining 
room with L——, and A undertook to officiate at the bed- 
side. Svon being requested by A. to apply forceps, he examined 
to discover if it was necessary, and merely by a little manage- 
ment with the fingers, succeeded to the discomfiture of the quacks 
in finishing the labor speedily and happily. Unless bronzed by 
long residence in the clime of lies, they might well have blushed. 

One of them, Dr. A, can claim skill in diagnosis equal to that 
in practice, having named three plain cases of pneumonia, scrofu- 
la. ‘The same astute Hahnemann redivivus saw merely trifling 
colic in a fearful attack of enteritis, which would have had a fatal 
issue if the patient’s superior information had not fortunately in- 
duced his dismissal in favor of a more energetic practitioner. 

I have this day seen a family containing half a dozen cases of 
small pox, the first of which on the fifth day of the eruption, Dr. 
L—— called kine-pox!!! 

Now the question is, how shall we check the popular frenzy 
which bears these cheats on to fortune? And primo, let us not 
be mealy-mouthed. Are we firm in the conviction that homeeo- 
pathy is an impudent imposition? Then let us avow it boldly, 
unreservedly, in face of friend and foe. Let us refuse all courte- 
sy, personal and professional, towards its ministers; let us scent 
out and hunt as with a hound’s keenness and zeal the foul mon- 
ster, till it slink from the vicinage of civilization, to the compa- 
nionship of the superstitions that flourish in murky heathendom. 

It is superfluous to add that we should not extend it a quasi- 
sanction, by yielding to practice it if preferred. What a lower- 
ing of dignity. What an admission of ignorance. What a libel 
on medicine does this time-serving submission to senseless whim 
involve. Are our patients their own physicians? Then let them 
without interference have fools for their patients. Having princi- 
pies that the waves of time beating for six thousand years have 
not been able to undermine, let us abide by-them. Yes, rooted 
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and grounded in the faith, let us hold fast our profession unto the 
end, and eventually the wandering world will wheel into its ac- 
customed path, around its old centre of light and attraction. 
Thus shall we draw a bright and eternal line between puerility 
and intellect, honor and impudence, conscience and rascality, 
mercenary meanness and noble devotion to truth. 

But the radical measure against homceopathy is the elevation of 
the standard of medical education. The venders of sugar pills 
come mostly, to our shame and confusion, out of our own ranks— 
men half-taught, who, shouldered aside by their more accomplish- 
ed brethren, glide into this popular and comfortable bye-path, to 
enjoy the smiles and the confidence of aristocratic hypochondri- 
acs with more wealth than wit. Too many students pre-calcu- 
late the minimum of mental and pecuniary expenditure for a de- 
gree, and balance the profits of trade in life with those of trade in 
merchandize. ‘Then if the ancient way of calomel, bleeding, and 
little thought, is worth to them $500 a year, and sugar pills with 
no thought would nett $1000, can they be expected to hesitate 
which of the two to choose? Now by increasing the labor and 
difficulties of the way, we shall diminish the influx of these dis- 
honorable traders into our inclosure. 

Farther, we are ready to grant that some homceopathic physi- 
cians are sincere; and their sincerity is owing to debility of rea- 
son—to want of mental training. Let the curriculum be such as 
to shut out from the student the possibility of this gross deception. 

Before touching a bone, let him learn to think strongly, inde- 
pendently, let his mind, so to speak, develope its muscles ere it 
essay the rudimentary tasks of our arduous art. Shall we not 
give the thews of Hercules for the mighty work of Hercules ?— 
Then shall the profession, instead of being overstocked with 
drones who are not overstocked with wit, assume its proper place 
in the estimation of the world, and by force of evident superiority 
in classical, mathematical, and polite learning, as well as in its 
technicality, restrain the world’s waywardness and tendency to 
quackery. 

Away then forever with a scheme which allows the rustic like 
Harlequin, through a barrel, to leap at once from Musa and the 
rule of three, into the recon‘lite mysteries of the human mechan- 
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ism, hard to be apprehended by the acutest intellect under the 
severest regimen, and utterly inaccessible to weak or misdirected 
effort. No more superficial scratching of the soil. A luxuriant 
crop will wave but over fields whose sub-soil has been ploughed 
up, and sown with the good seed in no stinted measure.. 

So shall we avoid the disgrace of continuing to furnish quacks 
to the world; and so in time will the laughter-moving dreams of 
Hahnemann sink into oblivion, or only be remembered as having 
formerly plagued the profession in just punishment for neglect- 
ing the education of its members. 


Newark, May 2, 1848. 
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The Delegates of ** the Medical Society of New Jersey,” to * the 
American Medical Association,” respectfully report the following: 


The Annual Convention of the American Medical Association, 
for the year 1848, commenced its sessions in Baltimore on the 
2d of May inst, and closed them on the 5th. The nimber of ac- 
credited delegates was four hundred and seventy-seven, of whom, 
two hundred and seventy-seven were in actual attendance; em- 
bracing some of the most distinguished Medical Professors, Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, from twenty-two States of the Union, and 
from the Medical Corps of the United States Army and Navy. 

From this State, in addition to your own Delegates, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were in attendance, as representatives of their re- 
spective District Societies, viz: Dr. Saunders, of Gloucester; Dr. 
Taylor, of Camden; Dr. Gibbon, of Salem; Dr. Hunt, of Hunter- 
don; Dr. Haines, of Burlington, and Dr. Magee, of Passaic; being 
in all, eight from the State of New Jersey. 

The Chait was taken by the venerable President of the Asso- 
ciation, Dr. Nathaniel Chapman, of Philadelphia, who briefly ad- 
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dressed the Association on the auspicious circumstances under 
which it was convened, and the important reforms contemplated 
in its organization. 

A resolution, providing for the opening of the sittings of the 
Association with prayer, by Clergymen to be invited by the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, after a somewhat exciting debate, was 
laid on the tables; the Convention disclaiming any disrespect for 
such devotional exercises, and declaring its disposal of the resolu- 
tion, to be made in deference to the conscientious scruples of a 
respectable portion of its members, whose regard for the great 
principles of religious truth, was no less decided than that of the 
Convention at large. 

The following gentlemen, nominated by a Committee composed 
of one member, chosen by the delegates of each state represented 
in the Convention, were chosen officers of the Association for the 
ensuing year, viz: Dr. Alexander H. Stephens, of New York, 
President. Dr. Samuel Jackson, of Pennsylvania; Dr. J. C. 
Warren, of Massachusetts; Dr. Paul T. Eve, of Georgia, and 
Dr. William M. Awl, of Ohio, Vice Presidents. Dr. Alfred 
Stillé, of Pennsylvania, and Dr. H. I. Bowditch, of Massachusetts, 
Secretaries; and Dr. Isaac Hays, of Pennsylvania, Treasurer. 

A communication from the New York College of Pharmacy, on 
the subject of the extensive importation of spurious and adulter- 
ated drugs and chemicals was presented, and after it had been 
read, the Association was addressed by Dr. Edwards, of Ohio, 
Chairman of the Special Committee, on that subject, of the House 
of Representatives of the United States. In the course of his re- 
marks, numerous facts were adduced to show that some of the 
most valuable medicinal articles used in daily practice, were im- 
ported in an adulterated state, greatly to the sacrifice of human 
life, and to the derogation of the skill of the Medical Profession. 
A resolution of thanks to Dr. Edwards was thereupon presented 
and passed, and a committee ordered to prepare a memorial to 
Congress on this subject. 

A report from the Standing Committee on Obstetrics was read 
by Dr. Harvey Lindsley, of Washington, D. C., its Chairman, 
characterized by great industry and patient investigation, and 
devoted chiefly to the availability of Ether and Chloroform, as 
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means for the diminution of the pains of parturition. ‘The re- 
port decidedly favoured the cautious use of these articles, and de- 
clared that the practice was sustained by the fact that, in over one 
thousand cases, wherein one or the other of these articles had been 
employed, very few were attended with untoward, and none by 
fatal results; while by far the greater number yielded testimony 
to the happiest ancesthetic effect from their use. 

Dr. George W. Norris, of Philadelphia, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Surgery, read a well prepared and discriminating report 
on the subject of improvements in the treatment of surgical cases, 
which had been made during the past year; and was followed by 
Dr. Isaac Parrish, of Philadelphia, from the same Committee, 
with an interesting and elaborate paper on the use of Chloroform 
and Ether, as preventives and alleviators of pain, incident to sur- 
gical operations. This paper went largely into the history of the 
introduction of the practice, and of the facts, which, in his view, 
established the propriety of its general adoption. 

. The subject of this report, as well as that on the use of ances- 
thetic agents in Midwifery practice, was resumed in a subsequent 
stage of the proceedings of the Convention, and in the course of 
the debate, the Association was favored with the views of that 
veteran of the surgical profession, Dr. Warren, of Boston, who 
gave his decided testimony in favor of these agents, with enlight- 
ened caution, and expressing his preference of a preparation which 
he designated Chloric Ether, and which he described as a modifi- 
cation of Chloroform and Ether, possessing the valuable qualities 
of those articles, without their deleterious properties. 

A sufficient amount of information to establish on a reliable 
basis the indications for, and the contra-indications against the 
use of these articles, not having, in the opinion of the Association, 
been collected, the reports were directed to be published, but the 
Association declined to commit itself to their principles, and re- 
ferred the subject to the appropriate Standing Committees, with 
instructions to collect further information, and report at the next 
annual meeting. 

The report of the Standing Committee on Medical Literature 
was read by its Chairman, Dr. O. Wendall Holmes, of Boston. 
This interesting Report presented an extended history of Ameri- 
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can Medical Literature, entered largely into a review of the mer- 
its and demerits of the various Medical Journals contemporane- 
ous and retrospective, and gave a brief summary of the most 
important topics discussed in the more recent reviews. The 
production of a gentleman of great professional and literary ac- 
complishment, of discriminating taste, and classic humor, and, 
written with a quill though armed with caustic, not dipped in gall, 
this Report is fitted to make a durable impression on our profes- 
sional literature, the effect of which, it is hoped, may be seen in 
the substitution of candid and just criticism for partial laudation 
and ill-natured castigation, and of philosophical and original sug- 
gestion for indolent synopsis and impotent common-places. 

The Report of the Committee on Practical Medicine, prepared 
by Professor Joseph M. Smith, of New York, was unfortunately 
lost, with the trunk which contained it, on the way to the place 
of meeting. Dr. Smith, however, made an exceedingly instruc- 
tive statement of the subjects treated of in the Report, which, 
while it engrossed the interested attention of the Association en- 
hanced the regret universally felt, on account of the loss of the 
written document. There is good reason to hope that this report, 
if not recovered, will be re-written, so that its valuable contents 
may not be lost to the profession. The matters embraced in Dr. 
Smith’s verbal statement, were a reference to some reported im- 
provements in the treatment of edematous laryngites by Dr.Gordon 
Buck, of New York; certain obseryed alternations of exanthema- 
tous diseases with yellow fever,—a review of the epidemics which 
have prevailed during the past year—remarks on the contempo- 
raneous prevalence of typhoid fevers, measles and scarlatina— 
the identity of typhus, typhoid and ship fever, and some philo- 
‘sophical observations on the nature of the miasmatic influences 
concerned in their production. 

The subject which awakened the most extended discussion in 
the Convention, was the Report of the Commistee on Medical 
Education, which was read by Dr. B. R. Welford, of Virginia. 
Among other matters treated of in this valuable Report, were a 
statement of the requirements of American Medical Colleges, as 
contrasted with those of foreign countries—the comparative short- 


ness of the term of medical education—the insufficiency of clini- 
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eal instruction—the injurious effects of competition among medi- 
cal institutions, which has tended to lower the standard of quali- 
fication, and to laxness in requiring candidates to come up to a 
more elevated standard, when such has been adopted—the infre- 
quency of the examinations of students, and the abuses growing 
out of the union of the business of teaching and licensing in the 
same body. The evils resulting from these causes were vividly por- 
trayed in the Report, as seen in the annual addition to the number 
of medical practitioners in a ratio far exceeding, and indeed, almost 
doubling that of France and other foreign countries; and in the 
inferior grade of attainment made by a large proportion of those 
who are thus liberally admitted to the honors of the profession. 
The Report concluded with a series of resolutions, which, after 
an extended and animated discussion in which some of the most 
experienced and sagacious minds of the American Medical Pro- 
feasion participated, were, after amendment, adopted with great 
unanimity. These resolutions contemplated the recommendation 
to the governors of hospitals to open their doors for the admission 
of medical students—the more general introduction of clinical in- 
struction—the institution of daily or weekly examinations by the 
professors of medical schools—the adoption of efficient measures 
to secure the habitual attendance and attention of students, at the 
lectures, as well of the first as of the second course—the require- 
ment, in lieu of, or in addition to the customary thesis, of a de- 
scription, by the candidates for degrees, of at least four cases of 
disease, made from their own observation, with the pathology, 
diagnosis, treatment, &c., and the appointment of official persons 
qualified to judge of qualifications of the candidates, to be present 
at their final examination for degrees. 

It was a gratifying fact, elicited in the progress of the discus- 
sion, that the professors of the two oldest medical schools in the 
country, in compliance with the expressed desire of the last Con- 
vention of the Association, had already extended their terms of 
instruction; and that, in common with the teachers of the schools 
generally, they felt disposed cheerfully to accede to any practi- 
cable measures which should be recommended by the Association 
to elevate the standard of medical education. 

Dr. Gwynn, from the Medical Department of the National In- 
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stitute, presented a communication from that body, desiring the 
Association to establish a committee on Public Hygeine, which de- 
sire was complied with, and a committee of twelve appointed ac- 
cordingly. The subject of premature interments was referred to 
the same committees as was also the subject of the deleterious 
effects of the excessive use of coffee and tea by children and the 
laboring classes. , 

A resolution recommending the establishment of medical sodie- 
ties in the States where none now exist, was, on motion of Dr. 
Atlee, of Pennsylvania, adopted by the Association. 

Copies of the Charters and Constitutions of the Medical Socie- 
ties of New York and New Jersey, were presented by Dr. Ste- 
phens, the President of the Association, in behalf of New York, 
and by the delegates of this Society, in behalf of New Jersey. 

The delegates of this Society also presented a copy of the law 
for the registration of births, marriages and deaths, passed by the 
Legislature of this State, at the suggestion of this Society. 

The President and Vice Presidents were authorised to appoint 
twelve delegates to represent the Association in the Provincial 
and British Medical Associations of Great Britain. 

Standing Committees on various subjects of interest to the pro- 
fession were appointed, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution, the Medical Society of this State being honored with 
a place on two of these Committees, in the persons of their dele- 

tes. 

The city of Boston was selected as the place of meeting of the 
Association for the year 1849. 

The foregoing summary will serve to indicate the principal 
topics, which were the subjects of consideration and action by the 
Association. Your delegates regret that, on account of the short 
time that has elapsed since its adjournment, their description of 
this most interesting assemblage, so creditable, and promising 
such important benefits to our profession, must of necessity, be so 
meager and synoptical. They are gratified to be able to state 
that, in the ample report to be expected from the Committee 
of Publication, which will contain in full, the several valu- 
able papers read before the Association, the deficiencies of their 
brief summary will be more than supplied. This report will 
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prove highly interesting and instructive to every member of the 
profession, and as it will be voluminous, and its publication be 
expensive, it is greatly to be desired that it will be generally 
sought by all who feel concerned for its elevation and improve- 
ment. To meet the expense of publication, an assessment of 
three dollars was laid on the members of the Association, and a 
resolution was passed, requesting an appropriation from the diffe- 
rent local societies. 

Your delegates in concluding their report, cannot withhold the 
expression of a grateful appreciation of the attentions paid to them, 
in common with the representatives of other societies and insti- 
tutions, as well by the faculties of the two Medical Colleges in 
Baltimore, as by individual members of the profession, resident in 
the city, and of the greatly exalted sense with which the discus- 
sions they have heard, have impressed them, of the practical good 
sense, wisdom, learning and professional worth of the honorable 
brotherhood to which we all belong. May its future meetings be 
characterized by like good feeling, and equally redound to its 
honor. Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL H. PENNINGTON, 
JOSEPH FITHIAN. 
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The first rise and progress of the Medical Society of New Jer- 
sey, from 1766 to 1848, read at the late Annual Meeting, by 
J. B. Munn, M.D. 


« Fhe low state of medicine in New Jersey, and the many diffi- 
culties and discouragements, alike injurious to the people and the 
physician, under which it has hitherto labored, and which still 
continues to oppose its improvement in utility to'the public, and 
its advancement to its native dignity, having for many years past 
engrossed the attention of some gentlemen of the profession, and 
oceasionally been the subject of their conversation, it was early 
last winter determined to attempt some measures of rescuing the 
art from that abject condition (not to say worse) into which it 
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seemed too fast to decline. It was deemed also, that a Medical 
Society well conducted, would naturally derive credit on the pro- 
fession, and ever be of the highest advantage both to the public 
and to the several members.”” With these good views the annex- 
ed advertisement was inserted in the New York Mercury.* 

** A considerable number of the practitioners of physic and sur- 
gery in East New Jersey, having agreed to form a society for their 
mutual improvement, the advancement of the profession, and the 
promotion of the public good; and desirous of extending as far as 
in their power, the usefulness of their scheme, and of cultivating 
the utmost harmony and friendship with their brethren, hereby re- 
quest and invite gentlemen of the profession in the Province, 
that may approve of their design, to attend their first meeting, 
which will be held at Mr. Duff’s, in the city of New Brunswick, 
on Wednesday the 23d of July, at which time and place the Con- 
stitution and regulations of the Society will be settled and sub- 
scribed.” 

Dated, East New Jersey, June 27, 1766. 


In consequence of this, a large body of the most respectable 
practitioners in the Eastern Division of the province, met on the 
day appointed at New Brunswick, where they formed themselves 
into a standing society and voluntary incorporation, according 
to the following plan, viz: 

“Instrument of Association and Constitution of the New Jersey 

Medical Society. 

Whereas medicine, comprehending properly physic and surge- 
ry, is one of the most useful sciences to mankind, and at the same 
time the most difficult to be fully attained, so much so, that in- 
deed perfection therein is perhaps never to be acquired, the 
longest life spent in its pursuit always finding something new to 
occur, and lamenting something still wanting to perfect the art. 
And as every means therefore, that will tend to enlarge the stock 
of knowledge and experience of the pursier of this science, should 
be eagerly sought after and prosecuted; and whereas among those 
gentlemen of particular towns, neighborhoods, or districts, who 


* No newspaper printed in East New Jersey at this time it is presumed. 
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have been already initiated in the healing arts, and engaged in 
the practice, nothing seems better adapted to such a desirable end 
than a friendly correspondence and communication of sentiment, 
especially if united in a well regulated society; the improvements 
of each, either from study or observation, being by this method 
diffused to many, and each member as well as the public being 
thereby essentially benefitted, exclusive of the pleasures of social 
intercourse, and the many useful refinements that might flow from 
thence: And whereas, further, considerable advantages from so- 
cieties of this kind properly instituted, might frequently arise, 
particularly where the laws or custom had not established .neces- 
sary regulations respecting the admission of candidates—the main- 
tenance of the dignity of the profession, and the security of the 
public from impositions and the like, it being in such cases, "till 
better remedies be provided in the power of a society including 
the reputable practitioners of a city, county, or large district, to 
do much for the advancement of their art, and the interests of the 
people among whom they reside. 

Moved by sentiments of this kind, and with the most upright 
and sincere intention of promoting the above mentioned and other 
good purposes, we the subscribers, practitioners of physic and 
surgery in New Jersey, now assembled, have agreed to form our- 
selves, and do hereby form and unite ourselves into an amicable 
and brotherly society, to be called and known by the name of the 
New Jersey Medical Society. And for the better carrying our 
good designs into execution, have voluntarily and unanimously 
consented to, ratified and confirmed the following articles or laws, 
as the fundamental constitution of our association : which consti- 
tution, we do hereby engage each for himself to.the whole, and to 
one another as far as possible, inviolably to observe and fully to 
submit to, as obligatory on us.” 

Passing by the rules for the organization of the society and 
auxiliary societies to be formed, as somewhat too lengthy in detail 
for this narrative, we extract some of the rules in the aforesaid 
constitution; which is deemed most important to notice as emana- 
ting from the first founders of the society, viz : 

1. That we will never enter any house in quality of our pro- 
fession, nor undertake any case either in physic or surgery, but 
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with the purest intention of giving the utmost relief and assistance 
that our art shall enable us, which we will diligently and faithful- 
ly exert for that purpose. 

2. That we will at all times when desired, be ready to consult 
or be consulted by any of our brethren, in any case submitted to 
us. 

8. That we will not pretend to, or keep secret any nostrum or 
specific medicine of any kind, as being inconsistent with the gen- 
erous spirit of the profession, but will at all times be ready to dis- 
close and communicate to any member of this society, any dis- 
covery or improvement we have made in any matter respecting 
the healing art. 

4. That we will on all occasions treat one another as becomes 
the medical character; and that each of us will respectively do 
our utmost to maintain harmony and brotherly affection in this 
society, and to promote the usefulness of it, both to the profession 
and the public. 

5. That as we have separated ourselves to an office of benevo- 
lence and charity, we will always most readily and cheerfully 
(when applied to) assist gratis, by all the means in our power, the 
distressed poor and indigent in our respective neighborhoods, who 
may have no legal maintenance and support from their country. 

6. That this society will do all in their power to discourage 
and discountenance all quacks, mountebanks, impostors, or other 
ignorant pretenders to medicine, and will on no account support 
or patronize any but those who have been regularly initiated into 
medicine, either at some University, or under the direction of 
some able master or masters, or who by the study of the theory 
and practice of the art, have otherwise qualified themselves to the 
satisfaction of this society, for the exercise of their profession. 

Dated 23d July, A. D. 1766. 

Signed by Robert McKean, Chris. Manlove, John Cochran, 
Moses Bloomfield, James Gilliland, William Burnet, Jona Day- 
ton, Thomas Wiggins, William Adams, Bern. Budd, Laurence V. 
Derveer, John Griffith, Isaac Harris, James Sacket, Jr. 


The Medical Society of New Jersey thus organized by its first 
founders, show by the subsequent record of their proceedings, 
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that they progressed prosperously, and became a numerous and 
highly respectable society, by the accession of members from East 
and West New Jersey. It may be seen in all their doings at their 
annual and other meetings, that they employed their time zealous- 
ly, in efforts for mutual improvement in the science of medioine 
and surgery; that they had annual addresses from their Presi- 
dents—the statements of cases of disease—gave gratuitous advice 
and prescriptions, in all such important cases as were brought to 
their view at their meetings, and engaged in discussions upon 
medical topics occasionally, until the 4th of November 1775; af- 
ter which time their meetings were discontinued for some years, 
for reasons set forth by a committee appointed to report thereon, 
on the 6th of November 1781; who at the next meeting on the 7th 
of May 1782, reported as follows: « That with regret we obgerve 
the vacation of six years in the Journals of this society; and to 
prevent any reflections that might arise, unfavorable to its reputa- 
tion in the minds of uninformed or disingenuous persons, it is 
thought necéssary to assign here the cause and reason of this sus- 
pension in medical erudition. The war (which has been produc- 
tive of the happy revolution in America) having claimed the at- 
tention of all ranks of freemen; most of the members of this soci- 
ety took an early and decided part in the opposition to British 
tyranny and oppression, and were soon engaged, either in the 
civil or military duties of the State; added to this the local situa- 
tion of the war, (the scene of action being chiefly in this, and the 
adjoining states) rendered an attendance on the usual stated meet- 
ings, not only unsafe, but in a great measure impracticable, from 
the scattered and distant residence of the members. Sensible, 
however, that improvements which would do honor to the most 
elevated understandings, are oftentimes hit upon by men of more 
confined abilities; and that in medicine, as well as in every other 
circumstance of life, it is our duty to avail ourselves us much as 
possible of all discoveries tending to the common benefit. As 
soon as sufficient order and harmony was restored to civil govern- 
ment and society, a convening of the members was again deemed 
neceseary and proper, as well to re-establish it upon its former 
liberal and reputable principles, as to place it under the patronage 
of the authority of the state.” 
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As this society, thus re-established, was destined soon to be 
connected with State Legislation by special statute in their favor, 
it may be interesting to trace its history in that channel. By re- 
ference to the ancient records of this society, it appears. among 
other things, that at an early day after its first formation, the at- 
tention of its members was engaged in putting forth efforts to ob- 
tain an Act of the Provincial Legislature, to protect and encour- 
age them in their laudable endeavors to elevate the medical pro- 
fession to a higher standard in qualifications and usefulness. 

In the minutes of the society, dated 10th, November 1772, we 
find this record: * Resolved, that the thanks of this Board be given 
to Doctors Cochran and Bloomfield, for their attending the House 
of Assembly, and obtaining a law for the regulation of the prac- 
tice of physic and surgery in this province.” 

The act is as follows: 


An Act to regulate the practice of Physic and Surgery within the 
Colony of New Jersey. Passed September 26, 1772. 


Whereas many ignorant and unskilful persons in physic and 
surgery, to gain a subsistence, do take upon themselves to admi- 
nister physic, and practice surgery, in the Colony of New Jersey, 
to the endangering of the lives and limbs of their patients; and 
many of his Majesty’s subjects, who have been persuaded to be- 
come their patients, have been great sufferers thereby; for the pre- 
vention of such abuses for the future, 

Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Governor, Council, and General 
Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
That, from and after the publication of this act, no person what- 
soever shall practice as a physician or surgeon, within this colony 
of New Jersey, before he shall first have been examined in physic 
or surgery, approved of and admitted by any two of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court for the time being, taking to their assistance 
for such examination such proper person or persons as they in 
their discretion shall think fits; for which service the said Judges 
of the Supreme Court as aforesaid, shall be entitled to a fee of 
twenty shillings, to be paid by the person so applying; and if any 
candidate, after due examination of his learning and skill in phy- 
sic and surgery as aforesaid, shall be nagrers and admitted to 
practice as a physician or surgeon, or both, the said examiners, or 
any two, or more, shall give under their hands and seals, to the 
person so admitted as aforesaid, a testimonial of his examination 
and admission in the form following, to wit: 


29 
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To all to whom these presents shall come, or may concern; 


Know ye, that we whose names are hereunto subscribed, in 
pursuance of an Act of the Governor, Council, and General As- 
sembly of the colony of New Jersey, made in the twelfth year of 
the reign of our sovereign Lord King George the third, entitled An 
act to regulate the practice of physic and surgery within the colo- 
ny of New Jersey, have duly examined of 
oe or surgeon, or physician and surgeon, as the case may 

, and having approved of his skill, do admit him as a physician 
or surgeon, or physician and surgeon, to practise in the said faculty 
or faculties, throughout the colony of New Jersey. In testimony 
whereof we have Rereuets subscribed our names, and affixed our 
seals, to this instrument, at this day of Annoque 
Domini 17 _ . 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any person or persons shall practice as a physician or sur- 
geon, or both, within the colony of New Jersey, without such tes- 
timonial as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay for every such of- 
fence, the sum of five pounds; one half thereof to the use of an 
person or persons who shall sue for the same, and the other half 
to the use of the poor of any city or township where such person 
shall‘so practice contrary to the tenor of this act; to be recovered 
- any court where sums of this amount are cognizable, with costs 
of suit. 

Sec. 3. Provided always, That this act shall not be construed 
to extend to any person or persons administering physic, or prac- 
tising surgery, before the publication hereof, within this colony, 
or to any person bearing his Majesty’s commission, and employed 
in his service as a physician or surgeon. 4nd provided always, 
That nothing in this act shall be construed to extend to hinder 
any person or persons from bleeding, drawing teeth, or giving as- 
sistance to any person, for which services such persons shall not 
be entitled to make any charge, or recover any reward. Provid- 
ed also, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to ex- 
tend to hinder any skilful physician or surgeon from any of the 
neighboring colonies, being sent for upon any particular occasion, 
from practising on such occasion within this colony. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every person now practising physic or surgery, or that shall 
hereafter be licensed as by this act is directed, shall deliver his 
account or bill of particulars to all and every patient, in plain En- 
glish words, or as nearly so as the articles will admit of; all and 
every of which accounts shall be liable whenever the patient, his 
executors or administrators shall require, to be taxed by any one 
or more Justices of the Supreme Court, or any one or more of the 
Judges of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas of the county, city, 
or borough wherein the party complaining resides, calling to their 
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assistance such persons therein skilled as they may think proper. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every physician, surgeon, or mountebank doctor, who shall 
come into or travel through this colony, and erect any stage or 
stages for the sale of drugs or medicines of any kind, shall, for 
every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds, pro- 
clamation money; to be recovered in any court where the same 
may be cognizable, with costs of suit; one half to the person who 
will prosecute the same to effect, the other half to the use of the 
poor of any city, borough, township or precinct, where the same 
offence shall be committed. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That this act, and every clause and article herein contained, shall 
continue and be in force for the space of five years, and from 
thence until the end of the next session of the General Assembly, 
and no longer. 


The next act of the kind is a public act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the practice of physic and surgery within the State of 
New Jersey,” passed the 26th, of November 1783; and contains 
a legal provision for the mode of examination to obtain a license 
to practice physic and surgery, and a preamble and penal enact- 
ment similar in character to the act of 1772. 

The next, is an act incorporating the Medical Society of New 
Jersey, and was passed the 2d of June 1790, and is declared sub- 
stantially in the preamble to be for the better carrying into effect 
the literary and scientific objects of the society. ‘The act among 
other things, provides a mode of organization—that fifteen mem- 
bers shall be the quorum, and its charter to expire in twenty-five 
years. The society under its act of incorporation, proceeded to 
hold their regular meetings from this period until November 3d, 
1795, when we have to record another discontinuance in its meet- 
ings until the 23d of June 1807; a period of nearly twelve years. 

The cause of this discontinuance in holding their meetings, is 
stated to have been, by reason of the small number of their at- 
tending members becoming at this period reduced by age, infirmi- 
ty, death, removal and otherwise, so that a quorum according 
to the terms of their charter, could not be obtained to meet 
and organize for business; therefore a circular invitation was 
given by some of the members, to all licensed practitioners in 
the state, to meet with them and become members of the Soci- 
ety on the 23d of June 1807, aforesaid. At this time and place 
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nineteen individuals of the medical profession attended in conse- 
quence of the foregoing invitation, and became members, of which 
number the writer of this narrative was one. 

It seems proper to state in this place, that this accession of new 
members, without examination, only being received upon their de- 
claration that they were licentiates, and without a constitutional 
quorum to admit them, was done from the necessity of the case, 
to keep up the existence of the society under the act of incorpo- 
ration, at the same time, the whole proceeding was in open viola- 
tion of their charter, and one of their fundamental rules for the 
admission of members, which they suspended for the occasion. 
However, upon their representation of the whole proceedings 
frankly, to the state government the same year, an act of the le- 
gislature to legalize their proceedings was passed. 

The Medical Society of New Jersey thus revived by the addi- 
tion of new members and the yearly accession of others, continu- 
ed to progress favorably, and it is believed beneficially for them- 
selves and the public good, until the expiration of its charter in 
1816, when a new act of incorporation, under the name of the 
** Medical Society of the State of New Jersey,” was passed, to 
continue in force twenty-five years, unless sooner modified or re- 
pealed. 

This law contains a penal enactment against all persons who 
shall practice physic and-surgery within the state thereafter, with- 
out a license, only so far, as to debar them from recovering their 
bills in courts of law, at the same time, it permits, or authorizes 
- all unlicensed persons in the state who were in practice previous 
to the passage of this act, to doctor the community in their own 
way: or in other words, licenses all the quacks or impostors at 
that time in the state, to pursue their trade, on a par with the 
well educated and well qualified licentiates of our profession. 
Nevertheless, the society has uniformly prospered and continued 
in its labors of usefulness until the year 1830, when the present 
act under which we are organized, was passed. 

In this law, as is well known, there is a penal enactment 
against every person who shall practice physic and surgery with- 
in the state, without a diploma from the Medical Society of New 
Jersey, and a fine imposed of twenty-five dollars upon every one 
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who violates the law. The present act states also, “ that it shall 
be taken and considered as a public act,’”’ consequently subject to 
amendment or repeal, at the pleasure of the legislature. 

The following conclusions are now offered: 

1. That the Medical Society of New Jersey, dating its origin 
from the year 1766, was the first and most ancient society of the 
kind regularly formed and organized on this continent. 

2. That the colonial legislature of 1772, actually passed an act 
to regulate the practice of physic and surgery within the then 
province of New Jersey. 

$. That the legislative act to regulate the practice of physic 
and surgery, passed in the year 1772, from the best evidence we 
now have, was the first of the kind enacted by any state in the 
Union. 

4. That as far as we can now ascertain the fact, New Jersey 
has not been behind any state in the confederacy, thus far, in le- 
gislating from time to time with a view to prevent quackery un- 
der any name or form, within its bounds. 

5. In our medical history, we have reason to exult in the facts, 
that we have had the aid, not only of state authority to patronize 
us from a remote period up to this day; added to which, we may 
with much satisfaction state, that, as a scientific profession we - 
have uniformly been encouraged and sustained by the support of 
intelligent clergymen—the gentlemen of the bar—the scientific 
and literary classes in general,—with the aid also of the well edu- 
cated portion of the community, in all parts of the state. At the 
same time let us indulge the hope that a brighter day still is 
opening for us and posterity, when the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge shall dissipate the mists of ignorance and prejudice 
from our land, and education pouring its rays of light and truth 
upon all, shall form a perpetual bond of union with all, the better 
to secure and perpetuate the rights, interests, and happiness of 
the whole people. 
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


The eighty-second anniversary of the Medical Society of New 
Jersey was held at New Brunswick, May 9th, 1848. 

The President J. T. B. Skillman, in the chair. 

Forty-three members were present, including the officers, fel- 
lows, and delegates from twelve District Societies. 

The President addressed the society upon the subject of 
*¢ sympathetic disorder of the gasiric and intestinal nerves.” 

Interesting reports were received from the Standing Commit- 
tee by Dr. J. Lilly, chairman, and from the Delegates to the Na- 
tional Association, by Dr. S. H. Pennington; also, reports from 
several special committees, viz, one upon professional intercourse 
with persons not regularly licensed, which was re-committed to 
the same committee (of which Dr. Parrish is chairman) to report 
at the next meeting. A report upon the subject of licenses was 
accepted, and referred to the consideration of next meeting. 

The resolutions offered at a previous meeting by Dr. Forman, 
were finally disposed of by a motion to refer them to the dele- 
gates to the next National Association, to be submitted, if deem- 
ed advisable, to the action of said association. 

A request was read from the committee upon applications for 
the passage of a Registration law, and the following resolutions 
submitted by Dr. Marsh, were adopted: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the members of the Medi- 
cal profession in the state, to furnish all the assistance in their 
power to the Town Clerks of their respective localities, to carry 
into effect the provisions of the law for the registration of mar- 
riages, births, and deaths. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the District Societies to 
enforce the execution of the registration law, in all cases of wilful 
neglect or non-performance of duty on the part of the town clerks 
of their respective districts. 

A report from medical gentlemen of the county of Mercer, for 
a commission to institute a district society for that county was 
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granted, and they were authorized to meet at the house of Samuel 
Kays, Trenton, on the 23d of May, for that purpose. 

The Standing Committee were requested to prepare some suita- 
ble obituary notices of Drs. W. Forman, John S. Condit, and 
Charles Smith, whose deaths were noticed in the annual report of 
the committee; and to publish the same in the New Jersey Medi- 
cal Reporter. 

A communication was received from a committee of the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, of Philadelphia, relative to the adulteration of 
drugs and medicines, asking the co-operation of this society in 
memorializing Congress. Whereupon the following resolution 
was adopted, viz: ‘¢ That a memorial be prepared upon the basis 
of said memorial and circular, and be signed by the officers of 
this society and transmitted to Congress.” 

The following gentlemen upon nomination of the fellows pre- 
sent, were elected honorary members of this society— 

Jonathan Knight, M. D., of New Haven. 

Nathaniel Chapman, M. D., of Philadelphia. 

Alexander H. Stevens, M. D., of New York. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported that there were 
in the Eastern District 8 applications and 8 certificates granted 

do. Middle do. 9 do. 6 do. do. 

do. Western do. 6 do. 6 do. do. 

The following resolution was adopted, viz— 

That the Treasurer be authorized to transmit to the Treasurer 
of the National Association the sum of thirty-six dollars, with a 
request to be furnished with twelve or more copies of the publi- 
cation to be issued by said association, for the purpose of distri- 
bution among the District Societies. 

The committee on the Treasurer’s account reported a balance 
in his hands of $262.98. 

The sum of ten dollars was ordered to be distributed to each 
District society the ensuing year. : 

The following were elected officers— 

President, S. H. Pennington, of Newark. 

First Vice-President, A. F. Taylor. 

Second do. Joseph Fithian. 

Third do. E. J. Marsh. 

















288 MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY. 


Corresponding Secretary, A. B. Dayton, of Middletown Point. 
Recording Secretary, William Pierson, of Orange. 
Treasurer, J. S. English, of Manalapan. 
Standing Committee, Joseph Parrish, Chairman, of Burlington, 
Z. Read, and B. Stratton. 
Reporter for Eastern District—Wm. M. Brown. 
Middle do. John H. Phillips. 
Western do. Franklin Gauntt. 
They were instructed to report to the chairman of the Standing 
Committee one month prior to the Annual meeting. 
Delegates to the National Association—Drs. J. B. Munn, and 
Richard M. Cooper. 
Censors for the Eastern District. 
Passaic District—Jetur R. Riggs, G. M. Terhune, A. W. Ro- 
gers, and E. J. Marsh. 
Essex District—W. Pierson, G. R. Chetwood, S. H. Penning- 
ton, and W. Whitehead. 
Morris District—J. B. Munn, N. W. Condict, T. Kitchell, 
and Elmer. 
Sussex District—John R. Stewart, A. Linn, F. Moran, and 
J. Titsworth. 
Warren District—W. P. Clarke, R. Byington, A. S. Clark, 
and P. F. Brakely. 
Censors for the Middle District. 
Somerset District—James 8S. Craig, H. Southard, A. Skillman, 
and R. S. Smith. 
Monmouth District—R. W. Cooke, W. L. DeBow, G. Lloyd, 
and J. S. English. 
Hunterdon District—John Lilly, Wm. Johnson, John F. 
Schenck, and George P. Rex. 
Censors for the Western District. 
Burlington District—Zach. Read, B. Stratton, Joseph Parrish, 
and F, Gauntt. 
Camden District—James Risley, Isaac S. Mulford, Othniel H. 
Taylor, and Charles D. Hendry. 
Gloucester District—Charles F. Clark, Charles Garrison, John 
R. Sickler, and Thomas J. Saunders. 
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Salem District—Charles Hannah, Thomas Reeves, J. B. Tuft, 
and Q. Gibbon. 

An interesting communication was presented by Dr. Munn, re- 
lative to the organization in 1766, and the early history of the 
society. 

Diplomas were granted by the President to the following licen- 
tiates, viz.— A. Dickenson Woodruff, Daniel M. Stout, Bowman 
Hendry, George Haines, Alexander Elwell, Edward Perry, Alfred 
A. Lutkins, Clifford Morrogh, Thomas 8. King, Thomas R. Crit- 
tenden, Edward A. Osborn, Samuel S. Warren, Arthur Ward, 
John B. Petherbridge, John Vought, Henry P. Welling, Wm. B. 
Crittenden, Charles Allen, Azariah P. Hunt, Henry Race. 

Semi-annual meeting to be held at Trenton. 

W. PIERSON, Rec. Seg’y: 





The following resolution submitted by the Salem delegation, was 
referred to the Standing Committee, and it is inserted here, apart 
from the official proceedings, that we may call the special atten- 
tion of the profession to the proposition which it contains, with a 
request that the Chairman of the Standing Committee may be put 
in possession of the arguments, which the friends of the proposed 
change may have to offer in its favor, as well as to request our 
friends in such parts of the state where the present system is 
satisfactory to give us their views in favor of continuing it.—Ed. 

“ Resolved, that the delegates from this (Salem) District to the 
Annual Meeting of the State Medical Society, be instructed to 
solicit an action by the latter, in regard to repealing the present 


law of examining candidates in each county society, and adopting 
the former law of dividing the State into three boards of Censors 


or Examiners, as being the most expedient and proper.” 
30 


— 


—— 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 





A CASE OF CHRONIC GASTRITIS WITH ITS POST- 
MORTEM APPEARANCES. 


By Davw B. Trmatez, M. D. 


About the middle of last August I was requested to see —— 
——, a gentleman of sixty-three years of age, of active and tem- 
perate habits, and strong constitution, but who had been laboring 
under gastric derangement for about two years. He had fre- 
quently pain after eating: flatulent eructations, pyrosis, and con- 
stipation. During this period he would occasionally take a ca- 
thartic, and sometimes restrict his diet; but as a general rule, he 
paid little attention to either. When I first saw him, I found he 
had been taken very suddenly about two hours previously, with 
acute and violent pain in the stomach, near the cardia, but which 
had been in a great degree relieved by taking a large dose of 
laudanum. There was tenderness of the epigastrium, and con- 
stipation. I prescribed ol: ricini; a sinapism over the region of 
the stomach, rest, and a mild liquid diet. Called next morning 
te see him; found him much relieved and able to walk about his 
grounds, though there was considerable debility. Recommended 


_ him to remain in his chamber, pursue the same dietetic course, and 


as there was a good deal of tenderness remaining, to take moderate 
portions of pill: hydrargyri. The following day called agains 
found that he had become impatient of all restraint, returned to 
his usual mode of living, and disobeyed my instructions in every 
particular. 

I declined further attention to the case, but he became worse, 
and in ten days sent for me again. I found him considerably 
emaciated, spirits depressed, pulse frequent, contracted, though 
not tense; tongue red, smooth, and broader than natural; and he 
had frequent attacks of pyrosis, ejecting large quantities of a 
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glairy fluid from the stomach. There was tendesness of the epi- 
gastrium on pressure; and a circumscribed swelling, about an inch 
in diameter, situated over the cardiac orifice. He was now will- 
ing to submit implicitly to my directions, and his debility being 
considerable, I at once confined him to his bed. He was restrict- 
ed toa liquid farinaceous diet; and constipation continuing, I 
administered x grs. of calomel, followed in six hours by 102. ol: 
ricini. This produced two or three moderate stools, and I then 
prescribed mass. hydrar. 2 grs. to be taken twice daily, and at 
night, to allay the pain, and general irritability, six grains of Do- 
ver’s powders. Applied an epispastic to the epigastrium, and 
kept it discharging several days. Four days after the administra- 
tion of the first dose of the blue pill, copious alvine evacuations of 
dark bilious foeces came on, which afforded considerable relief to 
the gastric oppression. The same night the anodyne produced 
free diaphoresis, followed by great amelioration of the painful 
symptoms. The pills were omitted from this time, and occasional 
gentle saline aperients, or purgative enemata were resorted to 
when indicated by the state of the bowels. When the blistered 
surface had nearly healed, an ointment of tart. antim. was applied, 
which produced a fine crop of pustules. The Dover’s Powder 
was continued for two weeks, with occasional intermissions, and 
then omitted. After pursuing this course for about three weeks, 
he was permitted to use a more generous diet, consisting of animal 
jellies, &c. In five weeks from the time he first entered his cham- 
ber, he again left it, with all the unfavorable symptoms relieved, 
except slight tenderness on pressure of the epigastrium. His 
mind was cheerful, digestion natural, sleep undisturbed, skin 
clear and soft, and pulse regular, though weak from his emacia- 
ted condition. : 

During the ensuing fifteen days I saw him several times, but he 
became impatient of the dietetic regulations, and the same symp- 
toms gradually returned. About this time he went to Wilming- 
ton, and was induced to try the Homepathic mode of treatment, 
which he continued about two weeks. Hope, and a change of 
treatment cheered him for a while, but he soon found that the 
infinitesimal doses of medicine (unfortunately not extended to his 
diet,) would not avail. He abandoned this treatment and went to 
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a medical gentleman some miles distant; who gave him, to relieve 
the debility caused by his ride, brandy; which affurded him tem- 


‘porary relief. This effect, I suppose was what induced the phy- 


sician to pronounce his disease gastralgia, and to continue the 
stimulating plan. This continued to afford temporary relief to 
the pain, but the tumefaction and debility rapidly increased. 

. Towards the latter part of November he sent me an urgent re- 
quest to attend him again, and with reluctance I consented. 
He was greatly emaciated; two tumours in the epigastrium, the 
larger in the pyloric portion of the stomach, acute pain in the 
same region, pulse frequent, soft and contracted; a sense of con- 
striction, ‘as if'a band was drawn tightly around the waist;”’ and 
all his former unfavorable symptoms returned in an increased de- 
gree. A similar method to the one at first resorted to was adopt- 
ed, he was cupped, and afterwards blistered over the epigastric 
region; purgative enemata were administered; and pills compos- 
ed of nit. argent. } gr, acet. morph. ¢gr. were given every four 
hours through the day; the quantity of morphia being doubled at 
night. The nit. silver was afterwards increased to 4 gr. and was 
prescribed on account of the supposed ulceration of the coats of 
the stomach. This was continued until two weeks previous to 
his death, when the morphia alone was given. Under this course 
his sufferings were greatly mitigated, and he was rendered com- 
paratively comfortable. His appetite now failed, emaciation pro- 
ceeded more rapidly, hectic symptoms appeared, and two weeks 
before the fatal termination severe emesis occurred, an ichorous 
pus of a brownish color being ejected, and also passing freely 
from the bowels, the foetor of which was intense. The pyloric 
tumour became smaller; he was greatly prostrated, and a speedy 
termination of his sufferings was expected. He again rallied, and 
had a copious discharge of bile, which continued at intervals for 
forty-eight hours. Once or twice towards the termination of his 
disease, he complained of obtuse pain in the right hypochondrium. 
The tumour again rapidly increased, being three or four inches in 
diameter, and very prominent. On the 23d of December he was 
restless and feverish through the nights about day-light observed 
“sit has broken,” and made efforts to vomit, but was unable todo 
#0. Ina few hours he expired, and shortly after, I examined the 

















TRIMBLE ON CHRONIC GASTRITIS. 295 


tumour, when there was scarcely a trace of it remaining. The 
post mortem examination exhibited the following appearances: 
There were very extensive adhesions between the liver and 
stomach; and between the liver and diaphragm. The greater ex- 
tremity of the stomach presented but slight evidences of inflam- 
mation, but situated on the lower side of the pyloric portion, im- 
mediately before its junction with the duodenum, was an oblong 
tumour about four inches in length, and two in breadth; its edges 
thickened, indurated, and deeply serrated, and of a deep red, or 
purple hue. In the tumour, which was of a cupped form, there 
was about a table-spoonful of pus, of the same appearance as that 
ejected two weeks previously; and in its lower part an ulcer 
about the size of a dime. The tumour was so situated that the 
contents of the stomach could easily pass into the duodenum. 
Near the extremity of the left lobe of the liver, immediately over 
the cardia, was a tumour about as large as a walnut, which pro- 
duced the swelling first noticed. On the convex surface were two 
more, (one on the superior, the other on the lower portion of the 
right lobe,) about four inches in diameter, and in other portions of 
the liver were five smaller ones. These tumours had a medullary 
appearance, and were of a firm, smooth consistence. I considered 
them medullary carcinoma. The mesenteric glands were greatly 
enlarged, and presented the same appearance as the hepatic tu- 
mours. The substance of the liver not occupied by the tumours; 
the gall bladder and duct, and the duodenum, presented no mor- 
bid appearances. 

That the tumour in the stomach was a scirrhous formation, I 
think the appearances leave no doubt; and that it was equally 
certain that an abscess formed in it, and suppurated two weeks 
previous to, and again at the time of his death. The rigors, accele- 
rated pulse, flushed cheek, succeeded by vomiting, the ejection of 
pus, great prostration, and subsidence of the tumefaction, were 
all sufficient indications of this; or if any doubts could be enter- 
tained, the post mortem appearances would banish them. That the 
tumour was the effect, and not the cause of the disease, I think 
probable, from the symptoms of the case; and that the patient’s 

- sufferings might have been ameliorated, and his life considerably 
prolonged, had he persevered in the course originally prescribed; 
the relief experienced will, I think, leave no doubt. 
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The inordinate and continued appetite; the relief given to the 
gastric distress for a time, by stimulants, and the absence of mor- 
bid hepatic symptoms, were the most striking anomalies of the 
case. There are few cases of chronic inflammation of the 
stomach, terminating in such extensive organic destruction, where 
the appetite remains so long unimpaired; and less frequently do 
stimulants afford relief to the sufferings caused by this disease. 
Authors state that the appetite is always depresseds and that the 
effect produced by a stimulus is the most determinate diagnostic 
between gastralgia and gastritis. Here two of the most prominent 
symptoms were reversed, and if the tumefaction had been absent, 
the diagnosis would have presented great difficulty. 

Burlington, June 1848. 





SINGULAR CASE OF ABSCESS IN THE LEFT HYPO- 
CHONDRIUM. 


By Wuiam K. Mason, M. D. 


In April 1841, I was called to A. P., who had borne several 
children, and was then as she believed in the fifth month of preg- 
nancy; she had already felt the child sensibly, and expected to be 
confined in August following. I visited her frequently from the 
time [ was first called, until the last of the following September; 
the latter part of August she was seized with frequent but irregu- 
lar pains in the abdomen, which was now much enlarged, and the 
motions of the foetus so strong as to cause her sometimes to scream 
out. Ina few days the pains subsided, and the motions of the 
foetus ceased, it was therefore concluded the child was dead: she 
now complained of great pain in the left hypochondric region, and 
on making examination per vaginum, I found the os-uteri but 
slightly dilated, the foetal head high up, with a soft and heavy 
mass intervening, but could discover no motion of the fcetus. 

December 3d, I was again called, and found her much emacia- 
ted with an abscess in the part where she had complained of so 
much pain; (left hypochondric region) the size of the abdomen 
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had been greatly reduced about four weeks previous, by an abun- 


dant discharge of foetid water from the intestines: on passing a - 


probe into the abscess, it came in contact with bone: the abscess 
had been discharging externally for two weeks, and the lower ex- 
tremities had become anasarcous. I visited her frequently from 
this date until her death, and at sundry times extracted portions 
of the dead foetus, through the opening in the abscess, in a highly 
putrid state, until I had extracted all the bones except those of 
the head, part of the arms and a few smaller bones. About two 
weeks previous to death she had a hectic cough, and a copious 
expectoration of yellow pus, but without much excitement of pulse 
or general febrile action. Her appetite was generally good until 
within two weeks of her death, when it failed and she sank rapid- 
ly, and expired on the 25th of December. 

Autopsy. In opening the abdomen, immediately under the 
umbilicus, came in contact with the parietal bones contained in a 
thin membranous sac about the thickness of brown paper, the in- 
side of which had a dark velous appearance: the sac was firmly 
attached anteriorly tothe peritoneum, and posteriorly to the 
omentum under the umbilicus; in the portion of the sac adherent 
to the omentum there had been an opening the size of a twenty- 
five cent piece, which was at this time cloged and completely 
healed. I suppose the watery discharge took place through this 
into the intestines; hence the fcetid discharge some time before, 
and the abatement of the abdominal swelling; there was a com- 
munication between the sac and the opening in the hypochondric 
region, but none with the vagina or uterus; the latter organ looked 
healthy, without any sign of being ruptured, and was the usual 
size of the unimpregnated uterus, the os-uteri being normally 
closed. About a pint of very offensive matter remained in the 
sac. It is my firm belief, if the lady had had the comforts and 
attendance that some have who are in better circumstances, she 
would have recovered; she was situated where she could not have 
that attention her case required, for her constitution was good, 
and I believe it would have gained the victory over that formida- 
ble disease if she had been more favorably situated. 

Tuckerton, May, 1848. 


wa 
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REMARKS ON THE BEARING OF SOME MODERN DOCTRINES 
OF PATHOLOGY AND ANIMAL CHEMISTRY ON THE TREAT- 
MENT OF TURBERCULAR CONSUMPTION. Br E. J. Mansu, M.D. 


Tubercular consumption has always claimed and received a large 
share of the time and attention of the profession; the wide extent 
of its ravages, the insidious nature of its approach, the character 
of its victims, the usual fatality of its attack, and the confessed 
inability of medicinal agents even to stay its progress, have all 
contributed to invest this malady with a high degree of interest 
both for the profession and lay-public; and every attempt to throw 
light upon its nature and treatment, has been received with kind- 
ness and attention. 

Some recent investigations and discoveries of European patholo- 
gists and chemists appear to me to have a bearing upon this sub- 
ject, and I have thought that a brief statement of these doctrines 
and facts with inferences drawn from them, may not be without 
interest and profit. 

Bennet, and other morbid anatomists have stated as the result 
of numerous dissections, that cicatrices of ulcers of the lungs were 
found more frequently in the bodies of spirit-drinkers dying of 
other diseases than phthisis, than in persons of different habits. 
These cicatrices were proofs of the existence of former cavities 
which had become healed up; and they were met with, and that 
not rarely, for the most part in persons who had been spirit-drink- 
ers, proving conclusively that ulcers of the lungs may become 
healed. 

It is well known that the blood is more highly arterialized and 
abounds more in fibrine in phthisis pulmonalis than in most other 
disorders of the economy; and this condition of the blood conti- 
nues through the whole course of the disease, when it proceeds to 
a fatal termination. Rokinstansky, one of the most profound and 
distinguished of the German pathologists, states that tuberculosis 
depends upon a fibrinous crasis of the blood, and that all attempts 
at staying the progress of the disease will be vain and futile, un- 
less this condition of the blood be changed: and that if this crasis 
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of the blood be changed the disease will be checked, and in many 
cases the ulcers will heal. It has long been known to practical 
physicians, that certain conditions of the system suspended the 
progress of consumption, as pregnancy; and that certain diseases 
such as chronic bronchial affections, and some diseases of the 
heart prevented or stayed the pulmonary affection. The cause of 
this has not been well understood, and has received different ex- 
planations. Rokinstansky states that these conditions and dis- 
eases present mechanical obstacles to the transmission of the 
. blood through the lungs, and prevent its arterialization, keeping 
it in a venous condition. This venosity of the blood prevents the 
formation of that fibrinous crasis, on which the development and 
deposit of tuberculous matter depends. 

Intermittent fever also prevents the development of tuberculo- 
sis, probably by some action on the blood, as this poison appears 
to exert a specific effect on the liver and spleen, organs particu- 
larly connected with the venous circulation. 

To prevent or cure tuberculosis, it should be our endeavor to 
change the fibrinous condition of the vital fluid; and causes which 
produce and maintain a venosity of the blood, will effect this. 

It has been proved by the experiments and facts of Brodie, 
Paris, and others, that alcoholic drinks taken into the stomach, 
pass undecomposed by absorption, or endosmose, into the blood 
vessels, and circulates in a free state with the blood. 

Liebig, our highest authority in animal chemistry, states that 
alcohol circulating in the blood unites with the oxygen in that 
fluid, and forms with it carbonic acid, keeping it in a venous 
state, and preventing that fibrinous, crasis which is the origin of 
tuberculosis; carbonic acid, it is well known, is the element which. 
causes the veniosity of the blood. Such are the results of the in- 
vestigations of different and independent laborers in the vineyard 
of truth. Bennet finds that tuberculous cavities are found more 
frequently healed in the lungs of spirit-drinkers than of any other 
class; Rokinstansky shows that an altered condition of the blood 
is necessary for the cure of tuberculosis, and that this altered con- 
dition is a state of venosity; and Liebig teaches that the alcohol 
which spirit-drinkers take into the stomach passes into the blood 


31 














298 ETHERIZATION IN DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


vessels, and there uniting with oxygen forms carbonic acid, and 
produces a venous condition of that fluid. 

Without wishing to give any countenance to intemperance, may 
I not ask the profession, whether in view of these statements, the 
total prohibition of spirituous drinks to all persons, especially to 
those pre-disposed to tubercles, is not likely to be attended with 
ill effects ? | 

Whether the moderate use of alcoholic drinks ought not to be 
recommended to persons disposed to consumption, and the more 
free use of them be recommended to persons laboring under the 
disease P 

Whether consumption of the lungs be not more prevalent than 
formerly, and whether the disease be not increasing in those com- 
munities, and among those persons who most strictly abstain from 


_ all spirituous beverages ? 


Whether the fibrinous condition of the blood can be altered by 
any system of diet ? 
Paterson, June, 1848. 





ETHERIZATION IN DELIRIUM TREMENS. 
By tue Epiror. 


As the anesthetic properties of chloroform and sulphuric ether, 
or a combination of the two, have been extensively tested in 
surgical and obstetrical practice, it is a matter of some interest 
and importance to know whether these articles may not be 
advantageously employed as therapeutic agents in the cure of 
certain diseases of the nervous system, which have hitherto baffled 
the skill of the physician, or at least have caused him a great 
amount of care and solicitude. Delirium tremens may be ranked 
among the neuroses, the symptoms of the disease indicating dis- 
turbance of the nervous system merely: hence the trembling, 
watchfulness, terror, and general nervous excitement which form 
the peculiar characteristics of the malady. To relieve these 
symptoms by inducing sleep, is always the first and prominent 
care of the physician. No matter what remedies may be em- 
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ployed, whether alcoholic stimulants, narcotics, or revulsives, 
to induce sleep is the chief end in the use of them all. And 
why? A depression of the nervous forces consequent upon 
the reaction following excessive stimulation, being the cause of 
the distressing symptoms, it is evident that a restoration of the 
suspended nervous energy will palliate them, and cure the evil; 
and when sleep is induced, and not till then, is there a hope of 
recovery. 

As it is not necessary that the sleep should be of that artificial 
character produced by opiates, the physician should be careful 
not to push the remedy so far as to induce narcotism; for here he 
may have a second disease, from which it may be impossible for 
the system to react. Sleep, as nearly allied to the natural condi- 
tion as possible, is the most desirable. If this may be induced by 
merely checking the insomnia for a time, by a nervous stimu- 
lant, and allowing the system to steady itself long enough to fall 
into a natural slumber, we have certainly gained a great point in 
the treatment of a troublesome disease; and we may on the other 
hand by avoiding the use of brandy, or other alcoholic drinks 
in the treatment, avoid exciting the patient’s fondness for sti- 
mulants, and allow him to recover with a loathing of spiritu-— 
ous liquors, and with a hope of permanent restoration. Again, it 
is a point of some moment to avoid any medicine, the free use of 
which (as opium) will be followed by a re-action that may require 
remedies for its relief. Whether etherization will do all for the 
patient that is desirable, is yet to be ascertained. A brief history 
of a case in which a mixture of chloroform and sulphuric ether 
was successfully employed, after the very free use of narcotics, and . 
stimulants, may prove interesting. J.C. aged thirty-five, recent- 
ly had an attack of delirium tremens; he is of sanguine nervous 
temperament, and very easily influenced by alcoholic stimulants, 
he had abstained from their use for a year, but being absent from 
home, and meeting with an old friend, was induced to drink a 
glass of ale; he felt headache soon after, and « drank more to re- 
lieve it.” He then took brandy, and soon became intoxicated, he 
remained in this state several days, was brought home much dis- 
turbed in mind, and shut himself in his room, hoping to sleep and 
be better. His wife gave him freely of laudanum, but he could 
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not rest, the wakefulness continued, and with it came the harrass- 
ing fears, and illusions so pathognomic of the disease. On the 
second day of the attack I was called to see him, and was inform- 
ed by his wife that he was a * hard patient to manage,” that his 
former physician had often said that he found it more difficult to 
put him to sleep than any patient he had ever seen. Opium was 
the remedy uniformly employed, and he had been accustomed to 
very large quantities. After evacuating the bowels thoroughly, I 
gave it to him freely in the form of laudanum, black drop, and 
sulphate of morphia, at different times, but without effect. For 
forty-eight hours he took largely of some preparation of the drug, 
at intervals of an hour or an hour and,a half, and drank freely of 
camphor water, and aromatic spirits of ammonia. He positively 
refused taking brandy or any of the ordinary alcoholic beverages, 
and his family strongly objected, hence the resort to the nervous 
stimulants before named, as substitutes. Finding the remedies 
which were employed altogether inefficient, being afraid to urge 
the opiates any farther, and the patient and his friends being un- 
willing to use any of the alcoholic preparations, on account of the 
fear of reviving the appetite for them, I felt myself warranted in 
trying the effect of sulphuric ether, and sought the advice of my 
friend, Dr. Trimble, upon the subject. He was unprepared to 
recommend its employment, having had no experience in its use. 
I however, determined to give it a trial, and invited the Dr. to 
witness its effect upon the patient. We visited him together, and 
applied a sponge wet with the sulphuric ether to his nostrils; at 
first he resisted it with some violence, saying that it was an in- 


. vention to kill him; by the exercise of perseverance and firmness 


however, he soon yielded, and became fond of it, grasping the 
sponge convulsively, so that it required considerable effort to re- 
move it from his hand. He became somewhat calmed, but did 
not sleep; his eyes were kept open and presented an unnatural 
appearance; he would occasionally start upon his feet, and strug- 
gle with some imagined foe. At-times he would cry out, and beg 
us not to kill him; it was this fear of being killed that haunted 
him continually through his sickness, so that he would rush from 
his room, and hide himself in other parts of the house, and among 
his neighbors. No restraint was imposed upon him, it being 
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deemed sufficient to have him constantly in the presence of an 
attendant, who guarded him from harming himself or others. 

The ether did not put him to sleep, though it was continued for 
four hours at short intervals, during which time about two ounces 
were consumed. Failing to produce the desired effect, a glass 
inhaler containing a sponge saturated with ether and chloroform* 
in combination was applied to the mouth, and in less than fifteen 
minutes the patient fell back upon his pillow, in a sound slumber 
which continued without interruption for six hours, when he 
awoke and expressed himself quite well. He had not the slightest 
return of delirium afterwards, and convalesced rapidly; while 
under the etherial influence his pulse varied considerably; during 
the first hour or two, while inhaling the ether, it became some- 
what accelerated and smaller, but when brought completely un- 
der the effect of the remedy, it moderated, and was nearly natu- 
ral as to frequency after waking, though quite feeble from long 
watchfulness and excitement. 

The writer is aware that it is unsafe to conclude from the 
history of one case alone, that the same course of treatment may 
be safely pursued in every case of delirium tremens, but the 
character of the disease, and its obstinate persistence, in many 
cases notwithstanding the free use of opium and stimulants, may 
afford good reason for adopting the plan which proved so success- 
ful in the instance just cited. 





* Half an ounce of ether, and forty drops of chloroform. 
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Constitution and By-Laws of the New York Academy of Medi 
cine, with a list of Officers and Fellows. New York, 1848. 


We have received a copy of a pamphlet with the above title, 
and it is gratifying to find that new medical organizations are 
springing up even in large cities where kindred associations 
already exist. It is an evidence of the increase of a fraternal 
feeling in the profession, that cannot do other than produce good: 
fruits. 

The following is a list of its officers: 

OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1848. 


President, John W. Francis, M. D.; Vice-Presidents, ‘Thomas 
Cock, M. D.; John B. Beck, M. D.; J. K, Rodgers, M. D.; Wm. 
W. Miner, M.D.; Recording Secretary, F. Campbell Stewart, 


‘M. D.; Assistant Secretary, Marcus L. Taft, M. D.; Domestic 


Corresponding Secretary, Wm. C. Roberts, M. D.; Foreign 
Corresponding Secretary, Gurdon Buck, Jr. M. D.; Treasurer, 
James O. Pond, M. D.; Librarian, Thomas F. Cock, M. D. 

Art. 2d of the Constitution declares the object of the Academy 
to be, 

First. The cultivation and advancement of the Science, by 
united exertions for mutual improvement, and contributions to 
Medical Literature. 

Second. The promotion of the character, interests, and honor of 
the fraternity, by maintaining the union and harmony of the regu- 
lar profession of the city and its vicinity, and aiming to elevate 
the standard of Medical Education. 

Third, The separation of regular from irregular Practitioners. 

Fourth. ‘The association of the Profession proper for purposes 
of mutual recognition and fellowship. 

If the same spirit were to spread itself into the country, par- 
ticularly in towns and villages, how much more would the mem- 
bers of our profession be knit together in the bonds of harmony. 
It is a fact worthy of notice, that in large cities, where physicians 
are the most numerous, and where competition is most active, 


that there is more good feeling, and more of a common interest 
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manifested, than is usually found where no medical organization 
exists. In neighborhoods where there may not be more than two 
or three physicians, good would result to them individually, and 
professionally, by suitable union with each other on the common 
ground of equal brotherhood. These are some of the good fruits 
of the National Medical Association. 





. Proceedings of the State Medical Convention, held in Lancas- 
ter, April, 1848: and Constitution of the Medical Society of 
the State of Pennsylvania; then adopted. Lancaster, Penn. 
Published by order of the Convention, 1848. 


In our last number we called attention to the fact, that the 
Medical profession of Pennsylvania had met in Convention for 
the purpose of organizing a State Medical Society, and since that 
time we have received a copy of their proceedings, by which we 
learn that the object contemplated by the friends of the measure 
was harmoniously accomplished, and that the Convention proceed- 
ed to organize a Society, to be called «the Medical Society for 
the State of Pennsylvania;” the object of which is specified in 
the second article of the Constitution to be “ the advancement of 
medical knowledge; the elevation of professional characters the 
protection of the interests of its members; the extension of the 
bounds of medical science, and the promotion of all measures 
adapted to the relief of suffering, and to improve the health and 
protect the lives of the community.” 

The physicians in the different counties were recommended to 
organize county societies to aid in promoting the objects aforesaid. 
The Medical Associations and Colleges of Philadelphia were re- 
presented in the Convention, and there was a goodly attendance 
from several counties of the State. This movement is another 
cheering evidence of the onward march of the spirit of improve- 
ment, that cannot fail to meet with a reward to the profession and 
the people. 
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By-Laws, adopted by the Managers of the New Jersey State 
Lunatic Asylum, at Trenton: also, the Act to provide for the 
organization of said Asylum, and for the care and mainte- 
nunce of the insane: passed March 23, 1847; and the supple- 
ment to said Act, passed March 9, 1848. 


The by-laws designate the number and duties of the officers, 
and establish a wholesome order for the regulation of the Institu- 
tion. We see nothing in the laws or in the Act of organization, 
materially different from what generally obtains in similar insti- 
tutions: and in acknowledging the receipt of the pamphlet will 
express our hope that a copy of it will be placed in the hands of 
every physician of the State, that the profession may be fully ac- 
quainted with the arrangements and policy of this great public 
charity. We regret that the medical profession is not more large- 
ly represented in the Board of Managers, as the character and 
objects of the Asylum are so closely identified with it, but we are 
happy in the belief that it is ‘nevertheless ably represented, and 
that all will be done, that can be done, to give the Institution an 
exalted medical character, as it is already distinguished for its 
disinterested philanthropy. We give below a list of-its officers. 


OFFICERS OF THE ASYLUM. 
MANAGERS. 


Hon. James Parker, Perth Amboy, Peesident. 
Thomas J. Stryker, Esq., Trenton, Secretary. 
Lewis W. R. Phillips, Esq., Lawrence. _ 
Rev. E. F. Cooley, Trenton. 

Stacy G. Potts, Esq., Trenton. 

Richard Stockton, Esq., Princeton. 

Charles Ridgway, M. D., Jacksonville. 

Isaac S. Mulford, M. D., Camden. 

John S. Darcy, M. D., Newark. 

William T. Anderson, Esq., Newton. 





ResipENT OFFICERS. 


H. A. Buttolph, M. D., Superintendent and Physician. 
Mrs. Buttolph, Matron. 

Caleb Sager, Steward. 

Jasper S. Scudder, 7reasurer. 
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Report of the Select Committee of the House of Representatives of 
the United States; «‘to whom was referred the subject of im- 
ported adulterated drugs, medicines, and chemical preparations.” 


We are indebted to Dr. Newell, of New Jersey, our repre- 
sentative in Congress from this district, and a member of the 
committee, to whom the subject of imported adulterated drugs, 
&c., was referred, for a copy of their Report, from which we 
shall give a few extracts. ‘The Report occupies twenty-three 
pages, and is an elaborate exposition, of the frauds practised 
upon the people of this country by the foreign manufacturers 
of medicinal articles. The attention of Congress was directed 
to the subject by memorials from the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, the College of Pharmacy of New York, the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy, and the Medical Society of New 
Jersey, and a Committee was selected, the majority of whom had 
made the study and practice of medicine the chief purpose of their 
lives;.and who were fully competent to report on the subject com- 
mitted to them. It appears that ‘‘on reference had, not long 
‘since, to the custom-house books in New Yook, it was found that 
7000lbs. of rhubarb root had been passed within ninety days, not 
one pound of which was fit, or even safe, for medicinal purposes. 
Much of it had become greatly deteriorated by age, was worm 
eaten and decayed, while other portions, notwithstanding they 
‘showed a somewhat fair appearance externally, (the color, &c., 
having been brightened by artificial means for the purpose of de- 
ception,) gave internal, unmistakeable evidence of the virtue of 
the root having been extracted by previous decoction, for the pur- 
-pose of making what is sold as the ‘ extract of rhubarb,’ and there- 
by rendering it of no further value for medicinal use. This arti- 
cle was invoiced at from 23 pence sterling (5 cents) to7 pence 
‘(44 cents) per lb. The price of good rhubarb, at the place of 
,production, has been, for several years past, about as follows: 
‘The East India, from 35 to 45 cents per b., according to circum- 
-stances; the Turkey or Russian, from $1 25 to $2 50 per lb., ex- 
hibiting a very wide difference in price,.as will be perceived, be- 
tween. the good and refuse article. 
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« Another of our more important articles of medicine, particu- 
larly in the newly settled portions of our country, comes to us in 
large quantities entirely unfit for medicinal purposes; but like the 
worthless rhubarb root, is eagerly bought up at auction sales by 
unprincipled drug dealers, and sent to the drug mills, where it is 
ground and powdered, the color, smell, and natural taste imitated, 
and afterwards sold to country dealers and others, as a good 
article. The result of this is, that it is finally dispensed to the 
sick, at the sacrifice doubtless, of many valuable lives every year: 
we mean the Peruvian bark.” Also that «* Opium, an article of 
priceless worth in the treatment of disease, is now sent to this 
country in a greatly and dangerously adulterated state; and as a 
proof that the fraud carried on in the preparation of this valuable 
drug, is now made not only a regular, but an extensive business, 
we are assured on most reliable authority, that it is shipped 
directly from Smyrna, the most important place of its production, 
deprived not unfrequently of two-thirds of its active principle, 
that proportion of its medicinal property having been extracted 
for the manufacture of morphine. Opium is found to be adulte- 
rated with Spanish liquorice paste, combined with a small quanti- 
ty of some bitter extract, and when but moderately deteriorated 
in this way, the fraud is not easily detected at first views but it 
has been passed from Smyrna, by the way of some of the Euro- 
pean markets, so freely adulterated, that the fraud was readily 
detected merely by the smell! no analysis being necessary. The 
so called opium of this description is often found infested with 
living worms. Of course this decaying mass is not sold to the 
retailer or jobber in this condition, but is previously worked over 
and combined with a better quality of opium.” 

A considerable portion of medicinal extracts, chemical prepa- 
rations, gums and gum-resins, are in like manner shamefully 
adulterated, and it is asserted by Dr. M. J. Baily, examiner of 
drugs &c., at the New York Custom House, than whom no one 
probably is more competent to judge, that ‘‘ not a single pound of 
‘pure Aleppo scammony has passed the New York Custom House 
during the last twelve months.” In addition to these glaring ex- 
posures, the following analysis of that.vastly important prepara- 
tion, the blue pill mass, made by Professor Reid of New York, 
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proves a still farther imposition in regard to this valuable medi- 
cine, which is well calculated to arouse efforts on the part of the 
government to arrest the fraud. 





«* Mercury. : . . ° . 7.5 
Earthy Clay . . : . ° - 27.0 
Prussian blue, used in coloring ° : 1.5 
Sand, in combination with clay . ‘ > 2.0 
Soluble saccharine matters : . ° $4.0 
Insoluble organic matter . . : - 12.0 
Water ; y <% ° : ° 16.0 

100.0 


Thus it will be seen this spurious article contains fess than one 
quarter of the active principle of the genuine, to say nothing of the 
indigestible earthy matter, &c.” 


Sulphate of quinine, now so invaluable and necessary to the 
health of a large portion of our people, is variously adulte- 
rated with silicene, chalk, plaster of Paris, &c.—the most 
of it comes from an establishment in Belgium, the business of 
which is to manufacture imitations of most of the important fo- 
reign medicines. Calomel is also adulterated with a white argilla- 
ceous clay, and other articles which do not change its sensible 
properties, but which must greatly impair the value of the article. 
Dr. Baily of New York asserts that, «more than one-half of many 
_ of the most important chemical and medicinal preparations, to- 
gether with large quantities of crude drugs, come to us so much 
adulterated, or otherwise deteriorated, as to render them not only 
worthless as a medicine, but often dangerous.”? And as more 
than three-fourths of the entire amount of drugs imported pass 
through the Custom-house of that city, it may readily be imagined 
how far the whole country is affected by the deceptions of foreign 
speculators. A 

The report further shows that the largest portion of these dete- 
riorated medicines comes from England, and that the traffic is on 
the increase. In view of all these developements, the petitioners 
have asked for relief, and we are happy to furnish in our Eclectic 
department the bill passed by Congress, providing the remedy 
which has been sought at their hands. It has been sufficient to 
state the case to our representatives, without argument, and with 
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entire unanimity they granted the request. If we may hope for 
purer medicines hereafter, the people may hope for better health. 
The report of the Committee closes thus: 


“No one is exempt from attacks of disease. Soon or late all 
mankind need the aid of medicine. Oh! who has not thought, 
when pressed by the hand of affliction, and groaning under the 
many ills that flesh is heir to, of the happy home, ‘the ee of 
our first parents. One act of disobedience brought death and all 
its concomitant evils. We have seen it in the battle front; we 
hear its wail when famine and woe are near; it commenced its 

rsecutions at our birth, and will only end them at our death. 

he All-wise Being has not left us without a solace. The bruised 
and perturbed spirit, the healing balm of a revealed religion, 
blesses and restores; for the sick and afflicted, a no less bountiful 
provision is made. Every kingdom in nature opens its bosom and 
stretches forth its hands to tender its benefits; every plant and 
flower, every hill-top, every valley, the mountain and the sea, all 
afford him curative agencies, challenge his interests, and awake 
his gratitude. 

‘Surely, these blessings should not be frustrated; these gifts of 
kindness and comfort should not by man’s invention and cupidity 
be perverted from their primitive design. The knowledge ex- 
pended in adulterating medicine can find no apologist. Connect- 
ed with it, is degradation and infamy, at which we well might 
startle. What opinions would we entertain of the cutler, who 
would prepare his instruments, either to break in the surgeon’s 
hands, or with a refinement of cruelty, so construct the knife as 
that its edge would turn on its first use. Destitution and want 
may drive a man to seize upon that which is his neighbor’s, and 
we might in pity overlook the crime, or cover it with the mantle 
of charity; but the cool-blooded, deliberate, studied, and fatal de- 
ception practised in articles designed for the relief of suffering 
and disease, can admit of no palliation—can find no excuse.” 










































EDITORIAL. 


NEW JERSEY MEDICAL REPORTER. 


——. 


BURLINGTON, SEVENTH MONTH,.(JULY,) 1848. 





OUR FIRST VOLUME. 


The present number completes the first volume of the New 
Jersey Medical Reporter. How far the anticipations of the pro- 
fession of the State have been realized in regard to its merits, and 
its claims upon them for support, we have no positive means of 
judging, except from the fact that the subscription list is ample 
enough to warrant its continuance, provided those who receive it 
will remit punctually the amount of subscription. For ourselves 
we have no pecuniary interest in the enterprise; we have given to 
it one year’s labor, and have agreed to give another; but the prin- 
ter must be paid, and we invite special attention to the publisher’s 
notice on the fourth page. 

It is our intention to continue the second volume, in the same 
manner, and upon the same terms as the first has been issued, and 
we ask the co-operation of our friends to sustain its interest, and 
to increase its value. It is a New Jersey periodical, intended asa 
medium of communication between the physicians of the State, 
and has been devoted thus far to the advancement and improve- 
ment of medical science, particularly within our own limits. We 
have also endeavored to rescue from obscurity the names and vir- 
tues of some of our earliest leaders, and shall continue to keep a 
record of a similar character. The oldest medical organization 
in the United States is maintained in New Jersey, and its records 
furnish some of the best examples of medical skill and fidelity 
which have appeared in the new world: our fathers have earned 
for us a high and noble name, let us cherish and perpetuate it 
with filial devotion. 








$10 EDITORIAL. 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


~ The report of the delegates of the “Medical Society of New 
Jersey” to the American Medical Association, together with an 
abstract of the minutes of the Association, extracted from the 
** Medical News,” both of which will be found in our present 
number, will convey to our readers a very good idea of the course 
of proceedings of that interesting assemblage. 

The establishment of a National Medical Association upon a 
permanent basis, seems now to be realized, and the profession are 
beginning to feel the benefits flowing therefrom, in an improving 
system of medical education, ina more general feeling of concord 
and harmony throughout our ranks, in the discussion and elucida- 
tion of controverted medical topics, and in the elevation of the 
medical character and literature of the country. We anticipate 
a rich treat in the forthcoming volume of the proceedings, and we 
hope that an edition will be published large enough to enable the 
profession generally to possess themselves of the work. 

We have heard on all sides, expressions of lively satisfaction 
at the results of this meeting. The reports from all the Standing 
Committees were punctually presented, and manifested a degree of 
ability and industry on the part of the gentlemen composing them, 
highly creditable both to them, and to the Association. 

The only question which seems to have disturbed the general 
harmony, was the introduction of a matter aside from the general 
objects of the Association, which created a discussion partaking 
of a polemical character. Even this however, was of short dura- 
tion, and served we trust, to create a better understanding among 
those who honestly differed, while it suggests a caution to confine 
the labors of the Association in future, strictly within the limits 
prescribed by the order of business, and to subjects pertaining to 
our own profession. 

The excellent synopsis of the proceedings furnished by the 
delegates from the New Jersey Medical Society, manifests a close 
attention to their duties, and a promptitude in reporting to the 
body from whom they received the appointment, which shows that 
our State was well represented. 
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OBITUARY RECORD. 





Deatu or Isaac S. Hatnes, M. D. 


It is grateful to the feelings of the living to dwell upon the good 
deeds of those who have been separated from them by death; and 
it is with a melancholy feeling that we take our pen to present a 
brief record of the life and character of a departed friend. It is 
melancholy to know that a friend has been called from our side, 
but it is pleasant to feel that he was a good man, and that he is 
resting with the spirits of just and good men made perfect. 

Dr. Haines was born in Evesham township, Burlington County, 
New Jersey, in the year 1808. He was an only child, and was not 
permitted to go beyond the reach of parental care to obtain an 
education; but he received the best that his neighborhood could 
afford, and very early manifested an ardent desire to study medi- 
cine; he was discouraged from the undertaking by his friends, but 
so strong was his inclination for the pursuit, that he was placed 
under the care of the late Dr. Joseph Parrish of Philadelphia, in 
whose office he commenced his studies in the year 1829: he enter- 
ed the class of the University of Pennsylvania and graduated in 
1833. He now became engaged with a few others in examining 
students who were preparing for graduation; this employment, to- 
gether with his practice in the Philadelphia Dispensary, occupied 
much of his time for several years, when he removed to Burling- 
ton. He was particularly fond of the study of chemistry, and en- 
gaged in the preparation of a catechism adapted to the course of 
Chemical Lectures in the University, by Professor Hare. This 
soon became a deservedly popular work among the students, and 
is still used (having passed through three editions) as a valua- 
ble aid to the study of chemistry. Dr. Haines practised medicine 
in Burlington up to the time of his last illness. As a physician 
he was prudent and cautious, and attached himself to his patients 
by his fidelity to them in their afflictions, as well as by his skill 
in the management of their diseases. He occasionally gave popu- 
lar lectures on chemistry and botany, which were well received 
by those who were able to appreciate their merit. As a member 
of the Board of Censors for the county of Burlington, he was dis- 
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tinguished for his fairness and promptness in examining upon the 
subjects of chemistry and materia-medica, which branches he al- 
ways preferred. His success in practice did not depend upon his 
sound medical judgment alone, but upon the interest which he 
manifested in the welfare of his patients, and his carefulness in 
watching over them: it was the kindness and benevolence of his 
heart, that made him beloved. Amiability was his chief charac- 
teristic, never querulous, but always conciliatory, he had no ene- 
mies, and he was no man’s enemy. We speak of Dr. Haines from 
an intimate acquaintance with him of many years duration. 

In his intercourse with his brother practitioners, he was as 
ready to give as to receive aid, and in consultations was scru- 
pulously careful to avoid the appearance of dictation or distrust, 
toward his associate in attendance. His practice was a laborious 
one. To the_poor he was always attentive, visiting them’ by day 
and night, satisfied with the reward which a good man finds in 
the ability to minister to the necessities of the needy. But Dr. 
Haines is no more—he died in the 40th year of his age, on the 18th 
of 6th Mo. (June) last, of a low typhoid fever of seven weeks con- 
tinuance; during his illness he was cheerful and patient, and 
we cannot recur to our frequent visits to his bed-side, with- 
out the example of his quiet spirit rising before us, as worthy of 
all imitation. In the midst of health and prosperity and in the 
prime of life, he has been taken away from a world of toil and 
care, to a better land, where the weary are at rest. 

Let the memory of his retiring virtues, of his genuine simplicity 
of character, of his kindness to the poor, of his fidelity to his 
friends, and above all, of his meek and unpretending reliance 
upon the hopes and promises of religion, live in the hearts of his 
friends, and let them be consoled with the hope, that with the 
finishing of his work was the beginning of his everlasting reward. 
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We are indebted to our friend Zachariah Read, M. D., of Mount 
Holly, for the following Obituary Notices. 


ALEXANDER Ross, M. D. 


Among the New Jersey physicians of the last century, mention 
should be made of Dr. Alexander Ross, who resided in Mount 
Holly, and practiced medicine there until the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 10th of May, 1780, aged 67 years. 





Davip Bratnarp Greenman, M. D. 


Dr. Greenman -was a native of Pittsgrove, Salem county, New 
Jersey, his father was a minister of the Presbyterian church, from 
New England. He commenced the practice of medicine some- 
where in the state of Delaware, from whence he afterwards moved 
to Bordentown in this state, and finally to the city of Burlington, 
where he died of yellow fever in 1793. Dr. Greenman was high- 
ly esteemed as an intelligent and enlightened physician; his ca- 
reer was short, having died probably under thirty-five years of age. 





Joun Ross, M. D. 


Dr. John Ross, son of Dr. Alexander Ross, succeeded his father 
in the practice. He died in 1796, in the 43d year of his age. 





Stacy Bupp, M. D. 


Dr. Stacy Budd was contemporary with Dr. John Ross, studied 
medicine with Dr. Alexander Ross, and practised for upwards of 
forty years in Mount Holly, was highly esteemed, and had a labo- 
rious practice; he was compelled to attend patients on the sea- 
board, fifty miles distant, owing to there being so few Physicians 
at that time. At one time he had under care six hundred inoc- 
ulated patients; his time was completely given up to his practice. 
The following obituary notice, taken I believe, from a Philadel- 
phia paper, will show his true character: “ Died, at Mount Holly, 
New Jersey, on the 13th instant, Dr. Stacy Budd, in the sixty 
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fourth year of his age, for many years an eminent and successful 
practitioner; a gentleman of unassuming manners; he was con- 
spicuous for his affability, benevolence, and liberality, his abilities 
in his profession shone resplendently, and when sent for, either 
by day or night, it was not a question with him whether the per- 
son was poor or rich, but it was enough for him to know that a 
fellow creature was in distress, he hastened quickly, and as a 
good Samaritan administered to their relief; his conduct and de- 
portment endeared him to all, he lived respected, and died la- 
mented. His funeral was attended by an extraordinary number 
of his fellow citizens, on the 15th instant. Let the poor as they 
pass by his grave point at the little spot, and thankfully say, there 
lies the man whose unwearied kindness was the constant relief of 
my distresses, who tenderly visited my languishing bed, and rea- 
dily supplied my indigent circumstances. How often were his 
counsels a guide to my perplexed thoughts and a cordial to my 
dejected spirits.” Dr. Budd died, February 15th, 1804. 


Joun Brocnarp, M. D. 


Dr. John Brognard resided at Black-horse (now Columbus.) 
He was a non-commissioned officer in the American army, after- 
wards he practiced medicine and was considered skillful. He 
died about the year 1820, at an advanced age. 


Bensamin S. Bupp, M. D. 


Dr. Benjamin S. Budd, son of Dr. Stacy Budd, succeeded his 
father in practice, which he followed upwards of forty years; he 
attained to eminence, enjoyed in a remarkable degree the esteem 
and confidence of the community, and died in the year 1833, in 
the 66th year of his age. 


Joun L. Stratton, M. D. 


Dr. John L. Stratton, was contemporary with Dr. Benjamin S. 
Budd, was a native of Cumberland county, New Jerseys studied 
medicine with Dr. James Stratton of Swedesborough, attended 
the medical lectures in Philadelphia during the Professorship of 
Drs. Rush, Barton, &c., and was admitted to practice in 1799. 
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The same year he came to Mount Holly and commenced prac- 
tice; in 1806 he removed to Burlington, and commenced business 
in conjunction with Dr. Nathan W. Cole; feeling that he had left 
many kind friends behind, and his prepossession being in favor of 
his first location, he did not remain long in Burlington, but in 
1807 returned to his former residence in Mount Holly; here he 
soon acquired the confidence of the people, and for many years 
did an extensive practice; finally, from close application to his 
business, his health gave way, and in 1839 he was compelled to 
relinquish in a great measure his practice, attending only to con- 
sultations, and the business of a number of families who were not 
willing to dispense with his services; his health however, rapidly 
declined, and he ceased to live in the year 1840, aged about 68 
years. Dr. Stratton was a man of ability in his profession, kind 
and conciliating in his manners, and much beloved in the com- 
munity in which he lived. In early life he was connected with 
the Medical Society of New Jersey, and served with much ability 
‘ for several years, as one of the Censors for examining candidates 
for license. 





Deatu or Natuan W. Coxz, M. D. 


It is our painful duty to announce the death of another of the 
physicians of the city of Burlington. Dr. Nathan W. Cole de- 
parted this life on the 18th of the present month. He was born 
at New Brunswick, New Jersey, in the year 1775, and was gradu- 
ated at Queen’s (now Rutger’s) College in that city in 1794. But 
one of the class of that year now remains, Dr. Henry Van Der- 
veer of Bedminster, Somerset county. 

Shortly after he had received his degree in the arts, he came to 
this place, and taught school for some time in the old Academy in 
Broad street. He attended the medical lectures of Shippen, Wis- 
tar, and others of the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania, 
at Philadelphia, and in 1801 he commenced the practice of medi- 
cine in Burlington, with what success the citizens of our town 
can testify. His kind and affable manner endeared him to all to 
whom he was called, and the gloom which pervaded the commu- 
nity when his death was announced, proves how ardently the 
people were attached to him. He lived beloved; and died full of 
years and honors. 
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ECLECTIC DEPARTMENT. 


MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Abstract of the proceedings of the American Medical Association, 
at their meeting in Baltimore, May, 1848. 


The Association assembled in Baltimore, on Tuesday morning, 
May 2, and the proceedings were opened by a short and appro- 
og address from the President, Dr. Chapman, of Philadelphia. 

e first day was occupied Lengo | in receiving a report from 
the committee of arrangement, of the list of delegates to the asso- 
ciation; the report of the Treasurer, and the consideration of cer- 
tain resolutions having reference to preliminary matters, &c. 

Wednesday Morning, May 3 

On motion of Dr. Hays, a committee of one from each State re- 
presented, was appointed to nominate officers fur the ensuing year, 
who reported the following nominations, which were unanimously 
confirmed. 

President,—A. H. Stevens, of New York. 

Vice-President,—J. C: Warren, of Mass., Samuel Jackson, of 
Penn., Paul F. Eve, of Georgia, and W. M. Awl, of Ohio. 

Secretaries,—A. Stillé, of Philadelphia, and H. J. Bowditch, 
of Boston. 

Treasurer,—Isaac Hays, of Philadelphia. 

The President being conducted to the chair, returned thanks in 
a brief and impressive address. ’ 

On motion of Dr. West, the thanks of the association were pre- 
sented to its late officers, for the able, faithful and gentlemanly 
manner in which they had performed their duties. 

Copies of the code of ethics of the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy were presented, and the code was ordered to be inserted on 
the minutes. 

Dr. J. R. Wood presented a communication from the New 
York College of Pharmacy, regarding the importation and vend- 
ing of impure drugs, which was ordered to be placed on file. 

r. T. O. Edwards, a member of Congress from Ohio, and 
chairman of a special committee of the House of Representatives, 
to which was referred the subject of the importation of worthless, 
adulterated and misnamed drugs, was introduced to the associa- 
tion, and invited to address it. 

Dr. Edwards read a full and very interesting statement of the 
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extent to which drugs are falsified, particularly with a view to 
their sale in the United States. 

On motion of Dr. E. Hale, the thanks of the association were 
presented to the Hon. Dr. Edwards for his important and inte- 
resting communications, and a committee of five members was 
appointed to prepare and report to the association a memorial to 
Congress, on the subject. 

The following resolutions, introduced by Dr. C. C. Cox, were 
also referred to the same committee. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to report at 
the next meeting of the association— 

1st. The nature and extent of the sophistication and adultera- 
= of drugs, as practised by the wholesale dealers and retail 

ruggists. : 

od The best means for the prevention of the evil in its various 
forms. 

Committee, Drs. Parsons, Cox, Francis, Huston and Carr, 

Dr. Hays, from the committee on publication, presented a report 
with the following resolutions, which were adopted. 

Resolved, 1st. That the assessment for the present year be 
three dollars. 

2d. That voluntary contributions be invited. 

$d. That a copy of the printed proceedings be furnished to such 
members only of the association, as shall have paid the assessment 
for the year. 

4th. That those members of the association who shall pay five 
dollars, instead of the assessment of three dollars, shall be enti- 
tled to three copies of the proceedings. 

5th. That the committee on publication be authorized to make 
such arrangements for the sale of the transactions of the associa- 
tion as they may deem expedient, and to present copies to such 
public libraries, editors of medical journals, &c., as they may con- 
sider proper. 

The report of the standing committee on obstetrics was pre- 
sented, and read by the chairman, Dr. Harvey Lindsly, and re- 
ferred tv the committee on publication. 

Invitations were presented to the association for the next meet- 
ing to be held in Boston, Washington, D. C., Columbus, Cincin- 
nati, Buffalo, Nashville, Charleston, and Newark, which were 
laid upon the table to be taken up in order. 


The following resolutions were presented and laid on the table 
for future consideration. 


By Dr. Stillé—Resolved, That the delegations from the seve- 
ral States be earnestly requested to urge upon the deputations in 
Congress, of their respective States, the necessity of a law against 
the importation and sale of adulterated, deteriorated, and misnam- 
ed drugs, and recommending an enactment of the law presented 
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by Dr. Edwards, the Chairman of the special committee of the 
House of Representatives, having charge of the subject. 

By Dr. T. F. Cock—Resolved, That the delegation of each 
State be requested at once to memorialize the Representatives of 
their State in Congress, with a view of forwarding the passage of 
a law regulating the sale of Drugs. 

By Dr. Cox—Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
by the association, to collate and digest the required information 
upon the subject of the abuse and adulteration of drugs, practised 
by wholesale dealers and retail druggists throughout the country, 
and to report such measures for the suppression and prevention of 
this growing evil, as will in their opinion, conduce to this end. 

Dr. Norris, chairman, presented and read a report from the 
standing committee on Surgery, and Dr. I. Parrish a report from 
the same committee, relative to the use of anzsthetic agents, both 
of which were referred to the committee on publication. 

Dr. Stewart laid upon the table the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State be appoint- 
ed to report to this association at its session to-morrow morning, 
the names of gentlemen to compose the various standing commit- 
tees for the present year, and that said committee be instructed 
to present the names of such members only as are in actual at- 
tendance. Adjourned. 


Wednesday Afternoon. 


The association was called to order by the President. 

On motion, the rules were suspended, to permit the considera- 
tion of the resolution offered by Dr. Stewart at the close of the 
morning session, which was then adopted, and the committee or- 
dered to consist of the same members as that appointed for the 
nomination of officers. 

On motion of Dr. W. Parker, the same committee were in- 
structed to report a place for the next meeting of the association. 

Dr. O. W. Holmes, chairman, presented and read the report 
of the committee on Medical Literature, which was referred to 
the committee on publication. 

On motion of Dr. A. L. Pierson, the association proceeded to 
consider so much of the reports on obstetrics and surgery, as re- 
lates to the use of anzesthetic agents, and Dr. J. C. Warren made 
some interesting observations on the subject. 

Dr. Hamilton presented the following resolution:— 

Resolved, That considering the present limited amount of au- 
thentic facts, in relation to the danger or safety of anesthetic 
agents in medicine, surgery, and obstetrics, this association is not 
now prepared to determine upon their value, or to the propriety 
of their use, and that the subject be referred to a special commit- 
tee, who shall report at the next annual meeting. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour, action on this resolution was 
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postponed, and it was, at a subsequent session, referred to the 
appropriate standing committees. Adjourned. 


Thursday Morning, May 4. 


The President called the meeting to order. ‘The minutes of 
yesterday’s meetings were read and accepted. 

After some preliminary matters were gone through with, Dr. 
Cohen, of Baltimore, presented the following resolutions, which 
were adopted. 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association regards with 
pride and satisfaction, the services rendered, and the position 
maintained by that portion of the profession associated with the 
military department of the country; and in consideration of the 
severe and arduous duties which the medical officers have per- 
formed, the risks and dangers to which they have been exposed 
in the performance of those duties during a period of warfare, and 
in an unhealthy climate, it is deemed just and proper by this as- 
sociation, that their services should receive from the government 
an acknowledgment, corresponding to that awarded to their bro- 
ther officers. 

Resolved, That the members of this body hereby express -their 
gratification with the position recently assigned the medical offi- 
cers of the navy, and their influence will be used to sustain their 
naval brethren in a position alike due to them and the profession 
of which they are members. 

Resolved, ‘That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
Secretaries of War and of the Navy, through the chiefs of the 
medical departments of each service, and to the chairman of the 
military and naval committees in each House of Congress. 

Dr. Wynn presented a communication from the medical de- 
partment of the National Institute, on the subject of hygiene, and 
offered a resolution that the communication be referred to a select 
committee of five, which was adopted, and the following com- 
mittee were appointed:—Drs. J. Wynn, J. M. Thomas, O. W. 
Holmes, Isaac Parrish, and G. L. Corbin. 

Dr. Roberts presented a memorial from the naval medical corps 
of the United States, and offered a resolution that it be referred 
to the committee on publication, which was adopted. 

The committee appointed to nominate the standing committees, 
reported the following nominations, which were adopted. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Drs. Jacob Bigelow, E. Hale, 
Z. B. Adams, — Dalton, John Ware, O. W. Holmes, N. J. Bow- 
ditch, of Boston. 

Committee on Med. Sciences.—Drs. L.P. Yandell, Ky.; Smith, 
Ohio; White, do.; E. 8. Carr, Vt.; 8. Jackson, Penn.; Upshur, 
Va.; Harris, Tenn. 

Committee on Pract. Med.—Drs. Condie, Penn.; Gerhard, do.; 
Clymer, do.; John Ware, Boston; G. Tyler, D. C.; Fithian, 
N. J.3 Kreider, O. 
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Committee on Surgery.—Drs. N. R. Smith, Md.; Askew, Del.; 
Baxley, Md.; Knight, Conn.; Pancvast, Penn.; McGuire, Va.; 
Shipman, Ind. 

‘ommittee on Obstetrics.—Drs. Wellford, Va.; Peebles, do.; 
N. Young, D.C.; Z. B. Adams, Mass.; C. R. Gilman, N. Y.; 
J. A. Eve, Ga.; Rouse, Ill. 

Committee on Med. Literature—Drs. J. P. Harrison, Ohio; 
Breese, do.; Edwards, Lil.; Latta, Ind.; Holmes, Mass.; Stewart, 
Md.; Thomas, D. C. 

Committee on Med. Education.—Drs. F.C. Stewart, N. Y.; 
John Watson, do.; J. M. Smith, do.; A. L. Pierson, Mass.; Pen- 
nington, N. J.; Gaillard, 8S. C.; Meeker, Ind. 

ommittee on Publications.—Drs. 1. Hays, Penn.; Stillé, do.; 
Condie, do.: Bowditch, Mass.; Dunbar, Md.; Barker, Conn.; 
Jump, Del. 

The committee also recommended the city of Boston for the 
next meeting of the association. ‘The report was accepted, and 
the nominations confirmed. 

Dr. Wellford presented and read a report from the standing 
committee on Medical Education, accompanied with a series of 
resolutions, which were amended and adopted as follows:— 


1. Resolved, That this association considers defective and erro- 
neous every system of medical instruction, which does not rest on 
the basis of practical demonstration, and clinical teaching, and 
that it is therefore the duty of the medical schools tu resort to 
every honorable means to obtain access for their students to the 
wards of a well-regulated hospital. 


2. Resolved, Therefore, that this association earnestly and res- 
pectfully appeal to the trustees of Hospitals to open their wards for 
the purposes of clinical instruction, satisfied that they will there- 
by more efficiently aid the cause of humanity, and more perfectly 
accomplish the benevolent intentions of the founders of the charity. 


3. Resolved, That the practice of appointing physicians and sur- 
geons to the charge of an hospital on political, or other grounds 
than those of ve etme and moral worth, is inconsistent with 
the welfare of its inmates, and of consequence, inhumane and un- 
just, subversive of the objects of its founders, and incompatible 
with a conscientious appreciation of the high responsibilities de- 
volved on the appointing power. 

4. Resolved, That this committee reiterate, and strongly re- 
commend to the association, a practical observance of the resolu- 
tions appended to the report of the committees on preliminary 
education, and on the requisites for graduation, submitted to the 
medical convention, which assembled in Philadelphia, in May, 
1847, 

5. Resolved, That the faculties of the different schools be re- 
quested and advised to institute daily or weekly examinations, re- 
capitulatory of the previous lecture or lectures, and take such 




















2 


MEDICAL PROGRESS. $21 


measures as may enable them to ascertain the regular attendance 
of the students upon the lectures up to the close of the term. 

6. Resolved, That this aSsociation recommend to the faculty of 
each medical school to conduct the final examination of candi- 
dates for diploma, in presence of some official person or persons, 
properly qualified to recognize the attainments of the candidate, 
but who has no pecuntary interest in the institution, or in the 
number of its pupils. 

7. Resolved, That it be also recommended, that, in view of the 
usual inaugural Thesis, or in addition thereto, each candidate for 
the diploma, be required to present to the faculty, at or before 
the time of final examination, a report drawn up by himself, and 
from his personal observation, of not fewer than five cases of dis- 
ease, and upon which he shall be duly examined. 

8. Resolved, That the faculty of each medical school be re- 
quested annually, and as early as possible, to furnish the chair- 
man of the committee on education with a statement of the num- 
ber of pupils and of graduates in their respective schools, together 
with such other information as may expedite the labors of the 
committee, and enable it to discharge tlie duties assigned by the 
constitution under which it acts. 

Dr. J. M. Smith, chairman of the standing committee on Practi- 
cal Medicine, gave a short sketch of his report, and on motion he 
was requested to transmit a copy of the report to the committee 
on publication. 

Dr. Hays asked permission to inquire whether it was the sense 
of the association in referring the minutes, reports of the stand- 
ing committees with the accompanying documents and other pa- 
= to the committee on publications, that these should be pub- 
ished entire, or that the committee should have discretionary 
powers?—when on motion it was resolved, that discretionary 
powers be vested in the committee. 


Thursday Afternoon, May 4. 


Dr. Usher Parsons, from the select committee on the adultera- 
tion of drugs, presented the draft of memorial to Congress, which 
was ordered to be signed by the officers of the association, and 
sent to Dr. Edwards, chairman of the committee appointed by 
Congress on this subject. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, a resolution was adopted, 
earnestly recommending to the physicians of those states in which 
State Medical Societies do not exist, to take measures to organ- 
ize State Societies before the next meeting of the American Me- 
dical Association. 

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the 
Medical Department of the National Institute, on the subject of 
hygiene, reported, recommending the appointment of a committee 
on hygiene, to consist of twelve members, to be appointed by the 
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President, with power to fill vacancies. The following constitute 
this committee:—Drs. James Wynn, Baltimore; Charles P. Gage, 
Concord, N. H.; J. M. Thomas, Washington, D.C.; Isaac Par- 
rish, Philad.; P. C. Gaillard, Charleston; L. P. Yandell, Louis- 
ville; J. P. Harrison, Cincinnati; A. Smith, Peterboro’, N. H.; 
J. Curtis, Louisville; E.H. Barton, N. O.; J. H.Griscom, N. Y.; 
Turner, N.O. 

The report of the committee on indigenous botany, was pre- 
sented and referred to the committee on publication, and the 
documents which accompanied it, were referred back to the com- 
mittee, with a request that it would continue its researches. 


Friday Morning, May 5. 
The Association. met at 93 o’clock. On motion of Dr. J. C. 
Warren, the following resolution was adopted. 


Resolved, That in order to prevent the loss of time to the Asso- 
ciation, the committee of arrangement be requested to sit on the 
day before the annual meeting, and that all members who arrive 
on that day be desired to present their credentials without delay. 

On motion of Dr. G. L. Corbin, a committee of twelve was 
ordered to represent the Association at the meeting of the British 
Association, and of the Prov. Medical and Surgical Association, 
and the following were appointed: Dr. George B. Wood, of Phila- 
delphia; Jacob Bigelow, of Boston and Hi. McGuire, of Win- 
chester, Va. 

On motion of Dr. Bowditch, the committee on hygiene were re- 
quested to investigate the effects of confinement in prisons and 
penitentiaries, and of discipline in general, in these institutions, 
on the health of the inmates, and report to the meeting of the 
Association. 

On motion of Professor Jackson, the committee on hygiene were 
requested to direct their attention to the following subjects: 

1. What is the influence likely to be prodeced by the exten- 
sive introduction of tea and coffee into the diet of persons under 
the age of puberty ? 

2. What is the influence of the substitution of the luxuries of 
tea and coffee as food, upon the health of the laborious classes? 

Dr. Gordon Buck presented, with a drawing, a memoir, entitled 
“a new feature in the anatomical structure of the genito-urinary 
organs,” which was referred to the committee on publication. 

On motion of Dr. Gulick, the members of the Association were 
requested to transmit to the chairman of the appropriate standing 
committees, the histories of any important cases which they may 
meet with in practice. 

On motion of Dr. R. H. Thomas, the delegates from medical 
societies, universities, colleges, &c., were requested to suggest to 
their several. constituencies, the propriety of making an annual 
contribution towards the funds of this Association, in proportion 
to the number of copies of the proceedings desired by them. 
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On motion of Dr. Upshur, the committee on publication were 
desired to append to the proceedings of the Association each 
year, a catalogue of its officers and permanent members. 

Dr. Stillé presented a circular from the Philadelphia College 
of Pharm., with a resolution and memorial to Congress annexed, 
relative to the introduction and sale of spurious and sophisticated 
drugs, which were referred to the committee on publication. 

arious proposals for amending the constitution were offered, 
and, as required, laid on the table for consideration next year. 

On motion of Dr. Stillé, it was unanimously resolved, that the 
thanks of the Association are hereby tendered to its committee of 
arrangements, and to the committee of reception of the delegates 
from Baltimore, for their constant and efficient exertions to pro- 
vide for the comfort and enjoyment of this body, to the Medical 
Faculty of the University or Maryland, to the Faculty of Wash- 
ington Medical College, and to the members of the medical pro- 
fession in this city, for their warm and courteous welcome, and 
hospitable entertainment, which have strengthened the bonds of 
personal friendship and professional brotherhood, between them . 
and the delegates from other parts of the United States. 

On motion of Dr. Baxley, the thanks of the Association were 
presented to the Hon. J. G. Davis, Mayor of the city of Balti- 
more, for facilities placed at the disposal of the committee of 
arrangements for promoting the comfort and convenience of the 
Association. 

On motion of Dr. Biddle, the thanks of the Association were 
unanimously tendered to the President for the ability, courtesy, 
pe! impartiality with which he had discharged the duties of his 
chair. 

A vote of thanks to the remaining officers was also passed, and 
the Association then adjourned sine die-—Medical News. 





Colica Pictonum, by James H. Jounson, M. D., one of the Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of the “ St. Louis Hotel for Invalids.” 


The pathology and treatment of Colica Pictonum, has for many 
ears invited the attention and excited the minds of medical men. 
ts diagnostic similarity to other varieties of enteretic inflamma- 

tion, and spasmodic intestinal irritation, have served to mislead 
the profession, from what I conceive to be the true cause of the 
disease, and consequently has indirectly produced many errors in 
pgactice. 

This article is not written with a view to explain all the physi- 

ological derangements, or abnormal appearances of the intestinal 
tube, but with a design to recommend a system of practice, which 
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has proved generally successful in my hands, for a number of 
years, in the mining regions of northern Illinois, Wisconsin, and 
Towa. 

The following remarks are presented to the profession with 
some confidence, as the theory is based upon clinical observations, 
and post mortem examinations. I do not wish to assume, or 
claim any principle as new in Pathology, bat to only insist upon 
the active indications of cure. Colica Pictonum. What is it? 
Truly a question more readily asked than answered. Professor 
Wood, in his late and valuable work on the practice of physic, 
says it ** produces the most exquisite pain.” 1 do not know how 
exquisite a luxury pain may produce, but one thing | am con- 
vinced of, that the smelter’s, or miner’s cholic, is any thing but an 
exquisite disease to treat or counteract. 


It is useless for me to enter into the general symtomatology of 
the disease, as every medical man is presumed to understand its 
peculiar and various phases. 


The disease depends upon spasmodication of the smaller in- 
- testines; the jejunum and illium, and frequently extends to the 
larger portion of the canal as far as the sigmoid fluxure of the 
colon. I have seen gangrenous errosions, which had been treated 
by clever men in the profession, as cases of intussusceptio, which 
erosions can only be accounted for upon the principle, that a com- 
pression upon the spinal marrow produces a paralysis of the pe- 
ristaltic action of the intestinal canal in consequence of the senso- 
rial fluid from some of the vertebral nerves being obstructed in its 
course. Hence a change of circulation followed by gangrene. 
I would invite the attention of the practitioner, to the peculiar 
expression, and langour of the countenance of the patient. The 
warm chest, yet, cold extremities, the glassy eye, milk furred, 
yet dry-pointed tongue, which, in connection with the contraction 
of the abdominal muscles, the palsied and drooping hand and con- 
tracted fingers, and faint efforts at vomiting, are the best pathog- 
nomonic symptoms of the disease. 


In reference to the exciting cause, I will speak from observa- 
tion, discarding many of the opinions entertained by distinguished 
gentlemen of the py Among the smelters in the mining 
regions mentioned, the disease is not from an Arcinite (as has 
been supposed,) which is so minutely divided as to impregnate 
the atmosphere in the neighborhood of the furnaces. The efflu- 
vium, always laying the foundation for the disease. I will also, 
affirm that lead, or preparations of lead, in the form of carbonate, 
frequently produces paralysis, general neuralgic symptoms, and 
in one case to my knowledge, Amaurosis, with all the concomi- 
tant symptoms, depending upon derangement of the cerebro-spi- 
nal axis, and that Sonthanior portion of the brain, the thalami ner- 


vorum opticorum, from which the optic nerve originates. This 
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case was owing to the use of the * cosmetics of the shops,” which 
is a fine preparation of the carbonate of lead. 


I will here assert, that the remote cause of Colica Pictonum, 
and Rhacihialgia, in a majority of cases, appears to be lead intro- 
duced into the system, through the stomach, the lungs, or the 
skin. Hence, the disease is most frequently found in the neigh- 
borhood of the smelter’s furnace, and the probability is, that the 
disease is more apt to occur from the fumes of the furnace, taken 
into the lungs, than from endermic or stomachic absorption. In 
the vicinity of the furnaces at Galena, animals, such as horses, 
oxen, pigs, and even poultry, are subject to the disease. The 
Operative miners and citizens, generally, are under the belief that 
the exciting cause depends upon the water drank from the streams 
running below the wash-dams, &c. This is a popular error—pure 
water does not act upon the sulphuret of lead, ae ee it is 
harmless. But lead is easily disintegrated and reduced to an 
oxyde, in the process of smelting, and exists in the atmosphere; 
thus, we may readily conceive why man and beast are alike sub- 
ject to the same disorder. Spring or river water is incapable of 
decomposing the sulphuret of lead in sufficient abundance to form 
either an oxyde or any of the salts that would prove injurious to 
health. 

Another error exists, not only in the minds of the people, but 
frequently with the practitioner, *‘ that fatty, or oily food 1s a pre- 
ventive and cure of the disease,”—as a profylactic, it may be of 
service, but ag remedial agents, none of the oleagenous prepara- 
tions can be depended upon. 


It is true, these agents may be indirectly serviceable in ordina- 
ry cases, but the direct indications of cure are more active. My 
practice is laid on the firm and solid foundation of experience and 
observation—an experience of several years—with every opportu- 
nity of close investigation, so far as regards the pathology of the 
disease, and the beneficial results derived from the following 
treatment: 


In the first place, counteract by all possible means the intesti- 
nal spasm—this is best done by large doses of proto. chi. hyd. 
and opium, say from 30 to 50grs. of the former combined with 
from 2 to 5grs. of the latter, to be repeated at least once in three 
hours. In some cases opium may be much oftener, as no 
idiosyncrasy ever occurs in cases of colica pictonum. In two 
hours after the last dose of calomel and opium, give from 2 to 4oz. 
of oil ricini combined with from 3 to 5 gtt. of oil tiglii. Generally 
in a few minutes, a copious and free evacination will take places 
if not, then commence injections, nut a pint, or a quart, nor a 
gallon, but enough to distend the bowels. It sometimes may re- 
quire a large quantity of fluid—but continue, the object is, or 
should be distention—nature then will perform her function. 
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Many eminent practitioners prescribe injections for the purpose 
of softening the intestinal foecal matter, and for increasing the 
peristallic motion of the bowels. The true principle in colica pic- 
tonum is to distend, and consequently to remove the intestinal 
spasm. ; 

a a mild degree, and under the best therapeutic plan, the dis- 
ease.can seldom be removed under four or five days, but if it be 
neglected, or mal-treated, it may continue for weeks, months, or 
even years, and then will terminate either in palsy of the upper 
extremities, depending as before. remarked upon derangement of 
the cerebro spinal axis, partial, or complete amaurosis, deafness, 
delirium, or epileptic fits, and thus continue until death closes the 
eyes of the sufferer. , ; 

After the primary practice recommended, as a neutralizing 
agent, I would mention the use of the sulphurated hydrogen gas. 
I have used it in many cases with decided advantage, and in fact, 
believe it to be the only remedy worthy the attention of the prac- 
titioner, in such forms of diseased action, where the patient is not 
at once restored to comparative health, subsequent to the acute 
attack passing off. 

It should be used in the form of a lemonade, the patient drink- 
ing from three to five common sized tumblers full every day. I 
am indebted to Dr. Henry King, a practical and scientific che- 
mist of this city, for the following formula, which he considers 
the most easy and convenient method of preparing, as all the ma- 
terials are within the reach of every physician, either in town or 
country. 

Prepare su/phuret of iren by rubbing a stick of sulphur on. a 
hot bar of iron, and collect the melted materials, or by mixing 
flour of sulphur and iron filings, in the proportions of sixteen 
ounces of the latter with ten and a half of-the former, and fusing 
them together in an earthen crucible. This should be done by 
putting the mixed materials into the crucible in small portions at 
a time, and allowing that which has been thrown in to become red 
hot before another portion is added. 


Add diluted sulphuric acid with about four times its volume of 
water, and allow it to cool. Place a small quantity of the sul- 
phuret in a vial or bottle, and pour upon it the diluted acid, 
close the vial or bottle with a cork perforated with a small glass 
tube bent into the form of a syphon. When the gas begins to be 
disengaged, insert the free end of the glass tube into a vessel of 
water, which will soon become saturated with the gas. If it be 
desirable to keep the water for some time, this operation should 
be performed in four or eight ounce vials, which should be subse- 
quently carefully corked and inverted. 


Sulphureted hydrogene water may also be made by placing the 
sulphuret of iron and diluted acid in a large bottle, and adding 
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water until the whole is largely diluted. But in this case, a por- 
tion of the salt formed (sulphate of the prot-oxide of iron,) will 
be dissolved in the fluid. 

The diluted sulphuric acid is a valuable remedy in cases where 
the sulphurated hydrogen cannot be made or procured. Give it 
in large doses, repeated several times a day.— St. Louis Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 





Remarks on Chronic Diarrhea and Dysentery. By Tuomrson 
McGown, M.D., of Hillsboro, Miss. 


It is at all times important to know how to head these diseases 
successfully, as well as all others, but has been rendered more so 
for some time past, and will probably be so, for some time to 
come, in consequence of the frequency of diarrhoea among our 
soldiers in Mexico; many of whom are so much prostrated by it 
that they are discharged from the service and sent-home, where 
many of them under proper treatment recover; while others who 
are improperly treated, succumb under its influence, or it and the 
medicine combined. It has been painful to me to observe the 
blind and obstinate treatment adopted in many cases, and the con- 

‘sequent want of success; and it appears that some who stand high 
in the profession, are not only lending their influence to this im- 
proper treatment, (as I conceive it to be) but are insisting upon 
its adoption and giving it publicity. This is admissible, however, 
as they believe they adopt the proper means, and their publicity 
may be of service to the profession; but here | join issue with 
them. They are no doubt honest in their convictions, but it 
seems to me that the frequent fatal results ought to cause men of 
such talents to pause and reflect, even if there were no respecta- 
ble authors who are opposed to such treatment. I allude to the 
empirical treatment of diarrhoea with calomel. Whether such 
persons administer it for its alterant effect, or its influence on the 
portal circle, with the false and delusive theory of Dr. Cooke, in 
theic imaginations, I am not prepared to say, I know many exhibit 
it with this latter view. When will the great valley of the Mis- 
sissippi cease to feel the baneful influence of this theory, One 
who is familiar with the satire of Dr. Deavenport, might infer that 
many physicians have read the following, and taken it in its literal 
sense: 

“O giant minded Cooke! whose cava-pills, 

Have borne thy name, aloft, o’er vales and hills; 

Whose genius glows, on thy induction page, 

(That proudest fabric reared in any age.”) 
I feel convinced that it would be much better to leave many of 
these chronic affections of the bowels, to the vis medicatix nature, 


than to persevere in this blind administration of mercurials. 
° 
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When diarrhea is brought on by some irritating ingesta, the 
indications are plain:—give a mild laxative to remove the offend- 
ing matter, if the bowels have not already relieved themselves, 
and then administer an opiate—such as camph. tinc. opii. But it 
is the chronic form of this affection to which I now particularly 
allude;—and when it is remembered that Dr. Stokes* (a man of 
considerable reputation and acknowledged ability,) does not even 
once speak of calomel or any other mercurial preparation in the 
treatment of chronic diarrhoea, it appears surprising that men who 
stand high in the profession, rely almost exclusively upon them. 
Dr. Bell speaks of blue pill being good in some cases, sometimes 
alone, at others mixed with opium. Prof. Dunglison, after laying 
down the treatment of this affection, and it proves to be obstinate 
and not yield to the same, merely says “ warm clothing, friction 
over the abdomen, occasional blisters, and slightly affecting the 
mouth by mercurials, have exerted a beneficial agency.” In 
speaking of opiates he says: “ They are, indeed, valuable agents 
in those affections, and in all the morbid conditions of the mucous 
membrane that are accompanied with discharges. In all cases, 
small doses of opium, or morphia, or its salts, are of themselves 
sufficient, with properly regulated diet.” 

I will merely mention in a few words, that I have never found 
any cause to abandon the opiate and astringent treatment, or 
these combined with tonics, and under some circumstances, one 
or two grains of calomel, or some laxative, combined with tinc. 
_ Dr. Bell says, ‘* the chief indication, after all, is that for 
allaying irritation, rather than for te irritating matters.” 
The mercurial treatment so empirically and obstinately adopted 
by many, often adds to the already inflamed condition of the mu- 
cous membrane of the alimentary canal. A large dose of calomel 
is almost sure to increase the inflammation and prostration, and 
often hurries the unfortunate sufferer to the ** bourne from whence 
no traveller returns.” The same objections obtain in the too com- 
mon and indiscriminate administration of calomel in Dysentery. 
Dr. Bell says; “ viewed anatomically, there is no essential differ- 
ence,” in these two diseases. He further remarks; « you will see 
that, whilst I deprecate the empirical practice of giving mercury 
in dysentery, with a view to its sialagogue operation, I am not 
backward in using it with other views and to produce other effects. 
These are first, in conjunction with laxatives, to unload the bow- 
els of scybalze when they are present, or of mucous and remains of 
ingesta, which are so many causes of irritation.” 

. Need I adduce the names of practical men, who have recorded 
their experience against the curative value of mercurial ptyalism 
in dysentery? Mr. Twining says; “I have met with a vast.num- 
ber of cases in which it had been used so as to produce salivation, 


* Vide Bell and Stokes’ Practice, 1845. 
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without curing the dysentery.” Dr. Cheyne says, “ in many in- 
stances, mercurial salivation was unequal to the cure, and in the 
ulcerated stage, and in cases in which emaciation had taken place, 
and in cases in which the tongue was florid and glazed, the mer- 
curial treatment was injurious.” Mr. Annesly warns us against 
carrying the remedy so far as to affect the mouth, “for, in that 
case it generally depresses the powers of life too rapidly.” Dr. 
Bell says, ‘if calomel fail to answer our expectations in this way, 
we ought not blindly to persevere in its use, with a view of in- 
ducing salivation. On the contrary, we ought to desist from its 
administration,” &c. Prof. Dunglison says, ‘* it is a common re- 
mark, that if dysentery proves obstinate, it will yield, provided 
we can touch the mouth with a mercurial, ‘This is not the result 
of the author’s experience, he has seen many cases in which the 
effect of mercury has been induced on the system, and, neverthe- 
less, the disease has proceeded on to a fatal termination.” He 
also speaks of a chronic form of diarrhoea, “dependant upon ul- 
cerations of the rectum. They occur chiefly in persons of broken 
down constitutions, and in such as have taken a great deal of 
mercury.” I might quote other authors, to show the improprie- 
ty and damage of the mercurial practice in these affections. But 
I have already pointed to a sufficient number, to cause those who 
rely so much on calomel, to pause and reflect what injury they 


. are often doing by persevering in its use. I might enter into de- 


tails, and increase the frightfulness of the picture, but wish to be 
brief. When the mucous membrane is inflamed or ulcerated, as 
it is in these diseases, the administration of calomel, especially in 
large doses, adds tu the already morbid condition,—increases the 
pathological condition, depresses the vital powers, and hence, 
tends to render the situation of the patient worse. According to 
my experience, the most rational treatment is the soothing— 
opiates, astringents, demulcents, mild aperients, when necessary, 
&c., husbanding the vital powers, with a properly regulated diet 
—well boiled rice, gruel, chipped dried venison hams, and such 
light and nourishing articles of diet as agree with the patient. 


It is so common for those who have chronic diarrhcea to die, 
when under the care of those who rely almost solely on calomel, 
that it has been painful to me to look over the reports of Prof. 
Harrison, respecting the treatment in the hospital at Cincinnati, 
followed by so many fatal results. He says; “during the whole 
of 1846, fifty-six cases of diarrhoea were brought into the hospital, 
and of these twenty-five died.” Nearly half. An allowance 
should be made, however, as he says some of these twenty-five 
were brought into the hospital almost in articulo mortis. It would 
seem from his langu:ge that very few were brought in, in this 
condition. It appears that he relies mostly on mercurials, adding 
other adjuvantia. Balsam copaiva it appears was used in some 
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cases; but, Prof. H. says it «did not in our hands answer the ex- 
pectation which we once entertained of its efficacy.” Are not 
such results as these, calculated to add to the opprobrium of an 
elevated and honorable profession ? If we were to be so unsuccess- 
ful in this region of country, we would soon cease to be employ- 
ed. As much confidence as I have in calomel, in cases where it 
is proper to give it, if | had chronic diarrhoea, I would not place 
myself, (nor could I advise those who might consult me,) under 
the care of those M. D’s. who rely so much on calomel. I will 
here remark, that I do not approve of the administration of Do- 
ver’s powder in chronic diarrhoea, nor in fevers in which there is 
tenderness of the bowels, or a disposition to diarrhcea. The opi- 
um that is in them, may allay the irritation for a time, but when 
its effects have modified or ceased, the sulph. potas. often adds to 
the existing inflammation. ‘This is also the case with calomel, 
when freely given, with opium. I have it from good authority, 
that a practitioner lost 8 cases out of 9, who adopted this latter 
practice. When diarrhoea is of long standing, we are informed 
that it is sometimes kept up by an ulcer in the rectum near the 
verge of the anus, which may be cured by the application of Ni- 
tras. Argent. It is said to “occur chiefly in persons of broken 
down constitutions, and those who have taken a great deal of 
mercury.” ‘That form to which females of certain temperament, 
or condition of the system, are liable, should also receive the pro- - 
per treatment—the ferruginous preparations being the main reli- 
ance. But my object is not to speak in detail, or extensively on 
the subject. wish to call attention to the subject, that it ma 
be investigated. I have hastily thrown together a few ideas, wi 
the hope that they may be of some service to the profession. It 
is with much deference that I have called in question, views en- 
tertained by some who stand high in the profession; but, I hope 
my desire to see the profession guided by correct principles and 
consequent success, is sufficient apology.—Western Lancet. 





A Bill to prevent the importation of adulterated and spurious 
; Drugs and Medicines. 


1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress ussembled, That, 
from and after the passage of this act, all drugs, medicines, medi- 
cinal preparations, including medicinal essential oils and chemi- 
cal preparations used wholly or in part as medicine, imported into 
the United States from abroad, shall, before passing the Custom- 
house, be examined and appraised, as well in reference to their 
quality, purity, and fitness for medical purposes as to their value 
and identity specified in the invoice. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all medicinal prepara- 
tions, whether chemical or otherwise, usually imported, with: the 
name of the manufacturer, shall have the true name of the manu- 
facturer, and of the place where they are prepared, permanently 
and legibly affixed to each parcel, by stamp, label or otherwise; 
and all medicinal preparations imported without such names aflix- 
ed, as aforesaid, shall be adjudged to be forfeited. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if, on examination, any 
drugs, medicines, medicinal preparations, whether chemical or 
otherwise, including medicinal essential oils, are found, in the 
opinion of the examiner, to be so far adulterated, or in any man- 
ner deteriorated as to render them inferior in strength and purity 
to the standard established by the United States, Edinburgh, Lon- 
don, French, and German pharmacopceias and dispensatories, and 
thereby improper, unsafe, or dangerous to be used for medicinal 
purposes, a return to that effect shall be made upon the invoice, 
and the articles so noted shall not pass the Custom-house, unless, 
on a re-examination of a strictly analytical character, called for 
by the owner or consignee, the return of the examiner shall be 
found erroneous; and it shall be declared, as the result of such 
analysis, that the said articles may properly, safely, and without 
danger, be used for medicinal purposes. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the owner or consignee 
shall, at all times, when dissatisfied with the examiner’s return, 
have the privilege of calling, at his own expense, for a re-exami- 
nation; and on depositing with the collector such sum as the latter 
may deem sufficient to defray such expense, it shall be the duty 
of that officer to procure some competent analytical chemist, pase 
sessing the confidence of the medical profession, as well as of the 
colleges of medicine and pharmacy, if any such institutions exist 
in the State in which the collection district is situated, a careful 
analysis of the articles included in said return, and a report upon 
the same under oath; and in case the report, which shall be final, 
shall declare the return of the examiner to be erroneous, and the 
said articles to be of the requisite strength and purity, according 
to the standards referred to in the next preceding section of this 
act, the entire invoice shall be passed, without reservation, on 
payment of the customary duties; but, in case the examiner’s re- 
turn shall be sustained by the analysis and report, the said arti- 
cles shall remain in charge of the collector, and the owner or con- 
signee, on payment of the charges of storage and other expenses 
necessarily incurred by the United States, and on giving a bond 
with sureties satisfactory to the collector, to land said articles out 
of the limits of the United States, shall have the privilege of re- 
exporting them at any time within the period of six months after 
the report of the analysis. But, if the said articles shall not be 
sent out of the United States within the time specified, it shall be 

















392 ECLECTIC DEPARTMENT. . 


the duty of the collector, at the expiration of said time, to cause 
the same to be destroyed, holding the owner or consignee respon- 
sible to the United States for the payment of all charges, in the 
same manner as if said articles had been re-exported. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in order to carry into 
effect the provisions of this act, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized and required to appoint suitably qualified per- 
sons as special examiners of drugs, medicines, chemicals, and so 
forth, namely, one examiner in each of the ports of Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, and New Orleans, 
with the following salaries, viz: at New York, sixteen hundred 
dollars per annum, and at each of the other ports above named, 
one thousand dollars per annum, which said salaries shall be paid 
each year quarterly, out of any monies in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. And it shall be the duty of the said Secreta- 
ry to give such instructions to the collectors of the customs in the 
other collection districts as he may deem eccomars? to prevent the 
=o of adulterated and spurious drugs and medicines. 

ec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the special examiners 
to be appointed under this act, shall, before entering on the dis- 
charge of their duties, take and subscribe the oath or affirmation 
required by the ninth section of the act of the thirtieth of July, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, entitled “An act reducing the 
duty on imports, and for other purposes.” 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the special examiners 
authorized to be appointed by the fifth section of this act shall, if 
suitably re persons can be found, be taken from the officers 
now employed in the respective collection districts, and if new 
appointments shall be necessary, for want of such persons, then, 
as soon as it can be done consistently with the efficiency of the 
service, the officers in said districts shall be reduced so that the 
present number of said officers shall not be permanently increased 
by reason of such new appointments. 


Lunar Caustic for Cough.—Dr. Post, in a case of distressing 
cough, which came on at night and lasted for several hours, used, 
with the happiest effects, a strong solution of arg.’ nit. applied to 
the fauces. No disease could be detected in the chest, but the 
uvula was enlarged, and the pharynx and fauces were somewhat 
redder than natrral. A solution of two scruples to one ounce of 
water was applied, and with complete relief, though the cough 
just before had been violent; and the patient remained almost free 
from it for the next twenty-four hours.—Annalist. 











